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Contextual Alternates

fi fl jj ft tf tt f] f%

▶

fi fl jj ft tf tt f] f%

Shorter tight fitting -j, f-, and t-

Ligatures

Rifled fjord waffles

▶

Rifled fjord waffles

Connected f- ligatures

Small Caps

Fancy Erotic Cakes

▶

Fancy Erotic Cakes

Lowercase to small caps

H&i Lawyers at Law

▶

H&i Lawyers at Law

Upper- & lowercase to small caps

¡¿([{/@Smash}])?!

▶

¡¿([{/@SMASH}])?!

Punctuation aligned with all-caps

Tel. +01 312 316 00

▶

Tel. +01 312 316 00

Cap-height numbers

BTC ▲ 2,671.635

▶

BTC ▲ 2,671.635

Fixed-width numbers for tables

16 15/39 Pounds

▶

16 15/39 Pounds

Turns any number into a fraction

Drink 8 oz of H2O.b

▶

Drink 8 oz of H2O.b

Little numbers and letters

Stylistic Set #01

“Cool Pull Quote”

▶

“Cool Pull Quote”

Silly fat editorial quotes

Stylistic Set #02

Http://url & Code

▶

Http://url & Code

Small cap slash and ampersand

Dutch

EvB MÍJN Blíjf

▶

EvB MÍJN Blíjf

Turns j into  when it follows í

Polish

Ukośna Jagiełło

▶

Ukośna Jagiełło

Kreska accents and double l-slash

PÀL·LIDA Goril·la

▶

PÀL·LIDA Goril·la

Nicer L-dot-L combinations

ȚÂȘNIT şanţ

▶

ȚÂȘNIT şanţ

Correct comma-below accents

Ezik Diyarbakır

▶

EZIK Diyarbakır

Correct dotted-I accents

All Small Caps

Uppercase Forms

Lining Figures

Tabular Figures

Arbitrary Fractions

Super- & Subscripts

Catalan

Romanian & Moldavian

Turkish, Azerbaijani,
& Crimean Tatar

OpenType Features
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Information

Supported Languages

Font Packages

Alright v2 supports a wide range of languages
using the Latin script including: Afrikaans,
Albanian, Asu, Basque, Bemba, Bena, Bosnian,
Breton, Catalan, Chiga, Colognian, Cornish,
Croatian, Czech, Danish, Embu, English,
Esperanto, Estonian, Faroese, Filipino, Finnish,
French, Friulian, Galician, Ganda, German,
Gusii, Hawaiian, Hungarian, Icelandic, Igbo,
Inari Sami, Indonesian, Irish, Italian, Jola-Fonyi,
Kabuverdianu, Kalaallisut, Kalenjin, Kamba,
Kikuyu, Kinyarwanda, Koyra Chiini, Koyraboro
Senni, Latvian, Lithuanian, Low German, Lower
Sorbian, Luo, Luxembourgish, Luyia, Machame,
Makhuwa-Meetto, Makonde, Malagasy, Malay,
Maltese, Manx, Meru, Morisyen, North Ndebele,
Northern Sami, Norwegian Bokmål, Norwegian
Nynorsk, Nyankole, Oromo, Polish, Portuguese,
Quechua, Romanian, Romansh, Rombo, Rundi,
Rwa, Samburu, Sango, Sangu, Scottish Gaelic,
Sena, Shambala, Shona, Slovak, Slovenian,
Soga, Somali, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss
German, Taita, Tasawaq, Teso, Thai, Tongan,
Turkmen, Upper Sorbian, Uzbek, Vietnamese,
Vunjo, Walser, Welsh, Zarma, and Zulu.

Alright v2 includes the standard OpenType fonts:

Alright v2

Sample 0123

It has proportional-width old-style figures as the
default style, with the lining and tabular versions
accessible through the OpenType features.
Most users only need to install this version.

Alright v2 also includes an alternate “LP” version:

Alright v2 LP

Sample 0123

The “LP” version has proportional-width lining
figures as the default. Some people prefer this,
particularly if they have a background in Desktop
Publishing or want a conservative look. Most users
don’t need to install this version, instead they can
turn on these figures using OpenType features.

The webfont files for Alright v2 also include
alternate versions of both the default and “LP”
fonts pre-subset to the Latin-1 character set.

I also have built “LT” versions with tabular-width
lining figures. Just need to email and ask.

License Options

Upgrade

Okay Type

Alright v2 has a number of license options, so
you can select the usage you need without
making you pay for rights you won’t use. For
a more detailed description, read the EULA.

Alright v2 is so much better than original Alright
Sans, I’d love to see it replace the old version
entirely. And I wouldn’t have been able to make it
without the support of the customer who bought
the original version. (Seriously, you’re awesome.
Thank you.)

Okay Type is a small typeface design studio.

Desktop/Print
Buy a license for the number of users or computers the fonts will be installed/used on. This is the
traditional, old-school font licensing model for
producing printed, static, non-dynamic thigns.
Webfont
Buy this license when you need to use a font on
a website. This is a perpetual license for selfhosted use. Prices depend on the number of pageviews per month and the number of domains.
App Embedding
Buy this license when you need to embed or use
a font in a mobile app or electronic publication.
These are priced by the number of titles.

It only makes sense to let existing Alright Sans
customers upgrade to the new version for free
(at least until 2020). Just log into your account
on okaytype.com and download the new files.
Don’t have an account? Email ok@yty.pe with
your old order information and we’ll sort it out.
And if you find yourself enjoying the improved
version, you should consider buying some of the
new widths. I think they’re pretty useful.

Coming up with enough text and content for a
family this large is hard. The text and inspiration for this specimen comes from random
bits and pieces from Chicago history. Names,
places, publications, breweries, news headlines,
craigslist posts, classic albums, and other totally
random things. A lot of it was taken from Story
of Chicago In Connection with The Printing
Business, a classic 1912 reference book from the
Regan Printing House. Anyway, it’s all meant to
be looked at, not read or taken seriously.
Designed by: Jackson Cavanaugh
Alright is a trademark of Okay Type, LLC.
© 2019 Okay Type, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
okaytype.com
ok@yty.pe

Other Uses
There are lots of other specialized licenses, obvs.
Enterprise and Brand Licenses. Broadcast and
Motion Graphic use. OEM Embedding. If you
need to use the fonts in a way not covered by the
above options, email ok@yty.pe for a quote.
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120

82

62

48

40

32

24

Normal

Ultra

Waterfall

Kildare

Marshfield

Allerton Hotel
Adler Planetarium
The Jesus Lizard Goat
Perkins, Fellows & Hamilton
Marshall Field and Company Building

18

New Film Fest Puts South Side on the Big Screen

12

Lincoln Towing Says 464 Complaints Over Two Years a ‘Miniscule’ Number

10

Schaumburg man blinded by Foul Ball at Wrigley Field Suing Cubs, Major League Baseball
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120

82

62

48

40

32

24

Normal

Ultra

Waterfall

OGDEN
HAMILTON
BEOBACHTER

FLORISTS REVIEW
MISSIONARY TIDINGS
CHICAGO DAILY SOCIALIST
RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL

18

LOGAN SQUARE HERALD / AMATEUR’S JOURNAL

12

NORTHWESTERN TERRA COTTA / AUTOMATIC CANTEEN CO. OF AMERICA

10

CAMP SCARE AWAY OPENS AT 7 P.M. SATURDAY AT CHASE PARK, 4701 N. ASHLAND AVE.
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◀◀ 6 / 7 pt
◀ 6 / 7.25 pt
6 / 7.5 pt ▶
6 / 8 pt ▶▶

◀ 7 / 9 pt
7 / 9.5 pt
7 / 10 pt ▶

◀ 8 / 10 pt
8 / 11 pt ▶

Normal

Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an
article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the
late Charles Dudley Warner. This
contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written
had not yet reached the million
mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may
still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel
it. The explanation is simple. The
city has grown not only beyond
the most sanguine expectations
of those who indulged in the most
inflated hope of its future, but it
has grown beyond what they said
they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle
that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities be-

Ultra

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has
no rival in this country; I mean the
facility for pleasure driving and
riding. Michigan avenue from the
mouth of the river, the centre of
the town, is macadamized. It and
the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city
street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for
driving, summer and winter. The
whole length of Michigan avenue
you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park
system, and the park drives, are
superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of
pulverized granite. The cost of

The first line of cars was on State
street, between Randolph and Twelfth
streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison
street line was opened May 20th, 1859,
and extended from Halsted to State
street. The Randolph street line opened
July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the
Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened
in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street
line was opened in August, 1859. The
cars on all these roads were small and
some of them were known as “bobtailed cars.” They were all drawn by
horses. The driver stood on the front
platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the
break-neck speed of nearly four miles
an hour, while the passenger sat inside,
and if it was wintertime almost froze.

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years
put its money, and out of the
sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty
of room, Chicago has been able to
avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety
and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of
a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and
air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the
good die young, but of the printer it
might be remarked “Good printers die
poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must
admit that printing has had much to
do with the advancement of our city’s
greatness, the lifting of it into the
prominent place it now occupies as well
as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER,
AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE
HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was
compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis
& Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and
Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the
first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed
by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65
Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with
the compilation and printing of this work. The first
of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution
while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr.
Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if
he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if
he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied,

To show the wonderful manner
in which the schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace
with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total
of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there
were 304,146 pupils enrolled,
with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912
was $17,146,575.00, which means
that it cost the city about $56.34
for each child’s training for that
period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils
in parochial schools.
There is no question but that
the public schools of Chicago
stand pre-eminent among the
best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in
Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in
the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland,
August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was
apprenticed to the printing business,
and as a regular indenture in those
days meant a practical grounding in the
knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his
business such as qualified him to earn
a livelihood in any part of the world. He
was married to Margaret Whitehead
Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was
closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and
was an acknowledged authority on all
things pertaining to its early records.

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the
conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all
of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired
from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his
natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity
which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00.
Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du
Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but
finding that his animals cost him more than he could
make out of them he returned to Chicago and again
formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December,
1856, there was but one other journal in the United
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◀ 9 / 12 pt
9 / 13 pt ▶

◀ 10 / 14 pt
10 / 15 pt ▶

Normal

Ultra

Text Sample

No story of Chicago would be complete without
a short account of the great fire of 1871, and
nothing can prove more interesting than the
statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and
by these accounts and what history has proved,
it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced.
There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not
have been less than $200,000,000.00. The
Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great
business blocks, the banks, the theaters and
the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some
conception of the extent of the buildings and
property destroyed by the space burned over
which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred
and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand
four hundred and seventy acres; making a total
area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square
miles, being about four miles in length and from

The following is an extract from The Chicago
Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue
before the office was destroyed. It is said to be
one of the best descriptions of the scene now
accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames were seen
sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of
the buildings which faced it from all quarters.
The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set
from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the
sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that
broad area embraced between the river, the
South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street;
the lighter ones going far over on the North Di-

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center
of railroads. The railroads of the United
States have a higher standard than those
abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come
when it will also hold the supremacy in
the arts and the sciences that it now does
in commerce. All these things will help to
bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
CensusPopulation Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890 1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square
miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.

The study of Chicago street names is an
interesting pursuit, and it brings to light
many a bit of forgotten history. The first
survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by
James Thompson, and embraced an area
of about three-eighths of a square mile.
Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the
population did not exceed 100. Three of
the boundary streets of the village were
named after the most prominent men of
the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the
north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort,
which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War;
Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the
others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Ran5
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Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an
article in Harper’s New Monthly
Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in
view of the fact that Chicago at
the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps
the inhabitants may still be able to
conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown
not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who
indulged in the most inflated hope
of its future, but it has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause
as it might an eagle that laid a
roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism,
growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the

Black

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has
no rival in this country; I mean
the facility for pleasure driving
and riding. Michigan avenue from
the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city
street department, but are under
the care of the Commissioners of
Parks. No traffic is permitted on
them, and consequently they are
in superb condition for driving,
summer and winter. The whole
length of Michigan avenue you will
never see a loaded team. These
roads, that is Michigan avenue
and the others of the park system, and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Mich-

The first line of cars was on State street,
between Randolph and Twelfth streets,
and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended
from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859.
On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of
1859 ; the Clark street line was opened
in August, 1859. The cars on all these
roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were
all drawn by horses. The driver stood
on the front platform in all conditions
of weather and drove his spirited team
at the break-neck speed of nearly four
miles an hour, while the passenger sat
inside, and if it was wintertime almost
froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put
its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in
spots. Having also plenty of room,
Chicago has been able to avoid the
block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative
genius. It is impossible to do much
with the interior of a house in a
block, however much you may load
the front with ornament. Confined
to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be
consulted or satisfied. Chicago is
a city of detached houses, in the

In the early days of Chicago this was
undoubtedly the case. It is said that
the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers
die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must
admit that printing has had much to
do with the advancement of our city’s
greatness, the lifting of it into the
prominent place it now occupies as well
as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE
HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was
compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis
& Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and
Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the
first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by
James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake
street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the
Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell,
who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at
Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office
and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some
gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention
with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example
of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.”

To show the wonderful manner
in which the schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace
with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total
of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there
were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with
6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that
it cost the city about $56.34 for
each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that
the public schools of Chicago
stand pre-eminent among the
best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in
Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born
in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15
he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those
days meant a practical grounding in the
knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his
business such as qualified him to earn
a livelihood in any part of the world. He
was married to Margaret Whitehead
Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was
closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and
was an acknowledged authority on all
things pertaining to its early records.

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the
conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all
of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired
from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his
natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity
which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00.
Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du
Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but
finding that his animals cost him more than he could
make out of them he returned to Chicago and again
formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the Unit-
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and
nothing can prove more interesting than the
statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and
by these accounts and what history has proved,
it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced.
There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not
have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business
blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on
the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred
and seventy acres; making a total area of two
thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres,
or nearly three and a half square miles, being
about four miles in length and from one to one

The following is an extract from The Chicago
Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one
of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames were seen
sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the
buildings which faced it from all quarters. The
wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward
rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky
with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area
embraced between the river, the South Branch,
Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter
ones going far over on the North Division, while

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United
States have a higher standard than those
abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come
when it will also hold the supremacy in
the arts and the sciences that it now does
in commerce. All these things will help to
bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
CensusPopulation Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890 1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square
miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about
three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the
garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population
did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the
survey showing that Washington street
was the south boundary, Jefferson street
the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was
named after the fort, which in turn was
named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took
its name from John Kinzie, the early white
settler, while the others were named after
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
Northward from Washington street came
Randolph, named after John Randolph of
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in
view of the fact that Chicago at
the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps
the inhabitants may still be able to
conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown
not only beyond the most sanguine
expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of
its future, but it has grown beyond
what they said they expected. This
gives the citizens pause as it might
an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism,
growing by a combination of forces
and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men

Bold

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has
no rival in this country; I mean
the facility for pleasure driving
and riding. Michigan avenue from
the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city
street department, but are under
the care of the Commissioners of
Parks. No traffic is permitted on
them, and consequently they are in
superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length
of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads,
that is Michigan avenue and the
others of the park system, and the
park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for
drainage and permanency, with a
top-dressing of pulverized granite.
The cost of Michigan avenue drive

The first line of cars was on State street,
between Randolph and Twelfth streets,
and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended
from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859.
On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of
1859 ; the Clark street line was opened
in August, 1859. The cars on all these
roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all
drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the
break-neck speed of nearly four miles
an hour, while the passenger sat inside,
and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh!
those cars. What misery they represent-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put
its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in
spots. Having also plenty of room,
Chicago has been able to avoid
the block system in its residences,
and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do
much with the interior of a house
in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and
limited as to light and air, neither
comfort nor individual taste can
be consulted or satisfied. Chicago
is a city of detached houses, in the

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the
good die young, but of the printer it
might be remarked “Good printers die
poor,” There may be exceptions, but such
as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must
admit that printing has had much to
do with the advancement of our city’s
greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as
demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER,
AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE
NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE.
TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRE-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued
in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed
upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was
compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis
& Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and
Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first,
was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James
Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street.
A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell &
Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was
a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and
threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr.
Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s
wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This un-

To show the wonderful manner in
which the schools of Chicago have
increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only
necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public
schools a total of 410 pupils, with
but five teachers in all branches. In
1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The
appropriation made for the year
1912 was $17,146,575.00, which
means that it cost the city about
$56.34 for each child’s training for
that period. This does not include
approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that
the public schools of Chicago
stand pre-eminent among the best
of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to
make them as much more effec-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the
Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August
14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a
regular indenture in those days meant a
practical grounding in the knowledge of
the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed
a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part
of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr.
Fergus was closely identified with the
early history of Chicago in the printing
world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the
conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all
of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired
from the journalistic field with a competency, his real
estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which
he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P.
Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon
shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and
embarked in the horse business, but finding that his
animals cost him more than he could make out of them
he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership
with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one
other journal in the United States that was devoted ex-

4

Okay Type

Alright v2

◀ 9 / 12 pt
9 / 13 pt ▶

◀ 10 / 14 pt
10 / 15 pt ▶

Normal

Bold

Text Sample

No story of Chicago would be complete without a
short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by
these accounts and what history has proved, it
stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced.
There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not
have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business
blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on
the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred
and seventy acres; making a total area of two
thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or
nearly three and a half square miles, being about
four miles in length and from one to one and a

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before
the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the
best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking
of the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful,
casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings
which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams
of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of
wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of
rain, over that broad area embraced between the
river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the
North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those
abroad. This is a commercial age. America is
the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it
will also hold the supremacy in the arts and
the sciences that it now does in commerce.
All these things will help to bring Chicago
to the front as the world metropolis.” The
growth of population in Chicago is shown as
follows :
CensusPopulation Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890 1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square
miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about
three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the
garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population
did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary
streets of the village were named after the
most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the
south boundary, Jefferson street the west,
Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street
the east. Dearborn street was named after
the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of
War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from
Washington street came Randolph, named
after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, af5

Family

Width

Weight

Alright
Normal
Medium
Normal

Ultra
Black
Bold
Medium
Regular
Light
Thin
ExThin

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Narrow

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Condensed

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Compressed

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Okay Type

Alright v2

120

82

62

48

40

32

24

Normal

Medium

Waterfall

Mandell

South Loop
Lincoln Square

Lorraine Hansberry
Calumet National Bank
Jean Baptiste Point du Sable
Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner

18

Customer Service Representative + Great Benefits!

12

Here are the 36 Breweries That Will Flood This Year’s Barrel-Aged-Beer Fest

10

Weather Service Issues Strong Wind Alert for Areas Near Lake Michigan / The Jesus Lizard

2

Okay Type

Alright v2

120

82

62

48

40

32

24

Normal

Medium

Waterfall

LEHIGH
MAGNOLIA

SOUTH SHORE
IN DOOR AND OUT
BOTANICAL BULLETIN
CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE
AMAZING SUNSET VIEWS WEST LOOP

18

BRICK AND CLAY RECORD / MIRROR OF FASHION

12

HAMMOND ORGAN CO / TOOTSIE ROLL INDUSTRIES / BAKER & MCKENZIE

10

RECORD-BREAKING 90-DEGREE WEATHER ALL WEEKEND — WITH SUPER HIGH HUMIDITY

3

Okay Type

Alright v2

◀◀ 6 / 7 pt
◀ 6 / 7.25 pt
6 / 7.5 pt ▶
6 / 8 pt ▶▶

◀ 7 / 9 pt
7 / 9.5 pt
7 / 10 pt ▶

◀ 8 / 10 pt
8 / 11 pt ▶

Normal

Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view
of the fact that Chicago at the time
it was written had not yet reached
the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is
simple. The city has grown not only
beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the
most inflated hope of its future, but
it has grown beyond what they said
they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become
an independent organism, growing
by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance
of any combination of men to help

Medium

This leads me to speak of another
feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding.
Michigan avenue from the mouth
of the river, the centre of the town,
is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the
Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan
avenue you will never see a loaded
team. These roads, that is Michigan
avenue and the others of the park
system, and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred

The first line of cars was on State street,
between Randolph and Twelfth streets,
and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended
from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859.
On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859
; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads
were small and some of them were known
as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn
by horses. The driver stood on the front
platform in all conditions of weather and
drove his spirited team at the break-neck
speed of nearly four miles an hour, while
the passenger sat inside, and if it was
wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars.
What misery they represented in the win-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put
its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in
spots. Having also plenty of room,
Chicago has been able to avoid
the block system in its residences,
and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do
much with the interior of a house
in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and
limited as to light and air, neither
comfort nor individual taste can
be consulted or satisfied. Chicago
is a city of detached houses, in the

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the
good die young, but of the printer it
might be remarked “Good printers die
poor,” There may be exceptions, but such
as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must
admit that printing has had much to do
with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent
place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous
history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER,
AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE
NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE.
TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRE-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon
the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled
by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus,
from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first,
was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James
Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street.
A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation
and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co.
came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was
in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man
of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the
Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened
to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked
him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute
severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any co-

To show the wonderful manner in
which the schools of Chicago have
increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only
necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public
schools a total of 410 pupils, with
but five teachers in all branches. In
1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The
appropriation made for the year
1912 was $17,146,575.00, which
means that it cost the city about
$56.34 for each child’s training for
that period. This does not include
approximately about 75,000 pupils
in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand
pre-eminent among the best of any
municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them
as much more effective as possi-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the
Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August
14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a
regular indenture in those days meant a
practical grounding in the knowledge of
the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed
a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part
of the world. He was married to Margaret
Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world,
and was an acknowledged authority on all
things pertaining to its early records. All
his life he was identified with printing and

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the
conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of
the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from
the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate
investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was
not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P.
Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis.,
and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his
animals cost him more than he could make out of them
he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership
with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one
other journal in the United States that was devoted ex-
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a
short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by
these accounts and what history has proved, it
stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There
were seventy-three miles of streets burned and
the total loss of property could not have been
less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House,
the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber
of Commerce and the great business blocks, the
banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices,
all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent
of the buildings and property destroyed by the
space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South
Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side,
one thousand four hundred and seventy acres;
making a total area of two thousand one hundred
and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and
from one to one and a half in width. The number

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before
the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the
best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking
of the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful,
casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings
which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams
of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of
wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain,
over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the
North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.

The dominance of railroads over the affairs
of mankind will mean the most rapid growth
for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads.
The railroads of the United States have a
higher standard than those abroad. This is
a commercial age. America is the greatest
commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world.
The time will come when it will also hold the
supremacy in the arts and the sciences that
it now does in commerce. All these things
will help to bring Chicago to the front as the
world metropolis.” The growth of population
in Chicago is shown as follows :
CensusPopulation Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890 1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square
miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.
The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about
three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after
the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the
south boundary, Jefferson street the west,
Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street
the east. Dearborn street was named after
the fort, which in turn was named in honor of
General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War;
Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie,
the early white settler, while the others were
named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington
street came Randolph, named after John
Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Mich5
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Mahalia Jackson: The World’s Greatest Gospel Singer
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Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view
of the fact that Chicago at the time
it was written had not yet reached
the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is
simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the
most inflated hope of its future, but
it has grown beyond what they said
they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become
an independent organism, growing
by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance
of any combination of men to help

Regular

This leads me to speak of another
feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding.
Michigan avenue from the mouth of
the river, the centre of the town, is
macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with
the park system are not included in
the city street department, but are
under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted
on them, and consequently they are
in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of
Michigan avenue you will never see
a loaded team. These roads, that
is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park
drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage
and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of
Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The

The first line of cars was on State street,
between Randolph and Twelfth streets,
and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859.
On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859
; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads
were small and some of them were known
as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn
by horses. The driver stood on the front
platform in all conditions of weather and
drove his spirited team at the break-neck
speed of nearly four miles an hour, while
the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What
misery they represented in the winter sea-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO
BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped
the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years put its money, and out
of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able
to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety
and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of
a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and
air, neither comfort nor individual
taste can be consulted or satisfied.
Chicago is a city of detached hous-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good
die young, but of the printer it might be
remarked “Good printers die poor,” There
may be exceptions, but such as there are
only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with
the advancement of our city’s greatness,
the lifting of it into the prominent place
it now occupies as well as demonstrating
to the whole world its marvelous history a
city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW
WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENT-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon
the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled
by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus,
from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first,
was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James
Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A
ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and
printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to
a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick
temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick
him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him
if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied,
“No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed
the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership

To show the wonderful manner in
which the schools of Chicago have
increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public
schools a total of 410 pupils, with
but five teachers in all branches. In
1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912
was $17,146,575.00, which means
that it cost the city about $56.34
for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand preeminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as
much more effective as possible.

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14,
1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed
to the printing business, and as a regular
indenture in those days meant a practical
grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a
journeyman he possessed a knowledge of
his business such as qualified him to earn
a livelihood in any part of the world. He
was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott,
February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he
was identified with printing and publishing.

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the
conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of
the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from
the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate
investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was
not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P.
Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon
shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and
embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he
returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with
Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other
journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a
short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing
can prove more interesting than the statements
of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which
the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court
House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks,
the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went
down together in the awful conflagration. We can
form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned
over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand
four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four
acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being
about four miles in length and from one to one and
a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before
the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the
best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking
of the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated
the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting
its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in
bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it
from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the
flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with
it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and
partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the
sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily
in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells
street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going
far over on the North Division, while the heavier
and more dangerous ones fell before they reached
that point. They dropped with great force to the

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of
mankind will mean the most rapid growth for
Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The
railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time
will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now
does in commerce. All these things will help
to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago
is shown as follows :
CensusPopulation Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890 1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square
miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.
The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many
a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of
Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about threeeighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not
exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of
the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that
Washington street was the south boundary,
Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the
north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which
in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street
took its name from John Kinzie, the early
white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came
Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton,
5
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Pelican The Fire In Our Throats Will Beckon The Thaw
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Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late Charles
Dudley Warner. This contribution is
especially valuable in view of the fact
that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached the million
mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still
be able to conceal their modesty, but
nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown
not only beyond the most sanguine
expectations of those who indulged
in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives
the citizens pause as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become
an independent organism, growing
by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance
of any combination of men to help
or hinder, beyond the need of flam-

Light

This leads me to speak of another
feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility
for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the
river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues
immediately connected with the park
system are not included in the city
street department, but are under the
care of the Commissioners of Parks.
No traffic is permitted on them, and
consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan
avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the
park system, and the park drives, are
superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized
granite. The cost of Michigan avenue
drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and

The first line of cars was on State street,
between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and
these commenced operations April 25th,
1859. The Madison street line was opened
May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side
the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in
the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line
was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all
these roads were small and some of them
were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were
all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the breakneck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was
wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars.
What misery they represented in the winter
season! How the passengers were huddled

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put
its money, and out of the sameness
of which it is escaping in spots.
Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block
system in its residences, and to give
play to variety and creative genius. It
is impossible to do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much you may load the front with
ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and
air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied.
Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good
die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There
may be exceptions, but such as there are
only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with
the advancement of our city’s greatness,
the lifting of it into the prominent place it
now occupies as well as demonstrating to
the whole world its marvelous history a city
without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW
WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENT-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the
market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J.
Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the
Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first,
was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James
Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and
printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to
a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick
temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly
ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if
he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing
the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated
the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look
back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership,
as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a

To show the wonderful manner in
which the schools of Chicago have
increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in
1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with
but five teachers in all branches. In
1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912
was $17,146,575.00, which means
that it cost the city about $56.34
for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand preeminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as
much more effective as possible. This

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14,
1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed
to the printing business, and as a regular
indenture in those days meant a practical
grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a
journeyman he possessed a knowledge of
his business such as qualified him to earn a
livelihood in any part of the world. He was
married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the
printing world, and was an acknowledged
authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with
printing and publishing. The first book com-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the
promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the
journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not
slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P.
Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon
shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and
embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr.
Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a
short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing
can prove more interesting than the statements of
eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts
and what history has proved, it stands today as one
of the most appalling visitations which the world
had ever experienced. There were seventy-three
miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00.
The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful
conflagration. We can form some conception of the
extent of the buildings and property destroyed by
the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South
Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one
thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and
twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square
miles, being about four miles in length and from one
to one and a half in width. The number of buildings
destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the
office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best
descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of
the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to
the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from
all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames
did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its
onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially
burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with
dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a
flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between
the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the
North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They
dropped with great force to the ground, to the occa-

The dominance of railroads over the affairs
of mankind will mean the most rapid growth
for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads.
The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time
will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does
in commerce. All these things will help to bring
Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.”
The growth of population in Chicago is shown
as follows :
CensusPopulation
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890 1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square
miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards. The
Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city,

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of
Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about threeeighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison
at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the
village were named after the most prominent
men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and
Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was
named after the fort, which in turn was named
in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary
of War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John
Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by
the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the
fact that Chicago at the time it was written
had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations
of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives
the citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help
or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the
fear of rivalry, and reached the point where
the growth of any other portion of the great

Thin

This leads me to speak of another feature of
Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I
mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the
river, the centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks.
No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of
Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded
team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue
and the others of the park system, and the
park drives, are superb for driving or riding,
perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite.
The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two
hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of
the parks and boulevards in each of the three
divisions is met by a tax on the property in
that division. The tax is considerable, but the
wise liberality of the citizens has done for the
town what only royalty usually accomplishes

The first line of cars was on State street, between
Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced
operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line
was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from
Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells
street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark
street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on
all these roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by
horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all
conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at
the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they
represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and
that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied
by the companies for the benefit of their patrons,

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES.
ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL,
it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years
put its money, and out of the sameness
of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to
avoid the block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative genius. It
is impossible to do much with the interior of
a house in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a
long parallelogram, and limited as to light and
air, neither comfort nor individual taste can
be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of
detached houses, in the humbler quarters as
well as in the magnificent avenues, and the
effect is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and
wood intermingled, plain and ornamental;
but drive where you will in the favorite resi-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly
the case. It is said that the good die young, but of the
printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,”
There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that
printing has had much to do with the advancement
of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating
to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT
WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED
ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE
NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND
OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK
INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD AP-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the
Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843.
This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis
& Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the
compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came
to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed
at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the
example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and
Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or
later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April
16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep
pace with its ever-increasing population, it
is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in
all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost
the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent
among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make
them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of
Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instruc-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He
was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to
the printing business, and as a regular indenture in
those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting
forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of
his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood
in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was
closely identified with the early history of Chicago
in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All
his life he was identified with printing and publishing.
The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed
upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was
printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier di-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers
of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his
real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn
to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He
later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr.
Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him
more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and
again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there
was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the
second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene,
and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands
today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world
had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not have been less
than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House,
the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices,
all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side,
embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four
hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to
one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was
seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that
had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city
of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It
is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm
before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out
in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all
quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of
sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which
covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river,
the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.
They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional
danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and
showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that
other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind
will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States
have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center
of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the
supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does
in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago
to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is
divided into thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward,
the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now has 113,336
residents and may be taken as an indication of the city’s
possibilities.

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history.
The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths
of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn,
the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary
streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the
west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the
east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which
in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from
John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were
named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph,
named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake
Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose
steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the
Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three
years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
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Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an article
in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in
May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley
Warner. This contribution is especially
valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not
yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the
inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless
they feel it. The explanation is simple.
The city has grown not only beyond
the most sanguine expectations of
those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown
beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it
might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become
an independent organism, growing by
a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any
combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade

ExThin

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival
in this country; I mean the facility for
pleasure driving and riding. Michigan
avenue from the mouth of the river,
the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street
department, but are under the care of
the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition
for driving, summer and winter. The
whole length of Michigan avenue you
will never see a loaded team. These
roads, that is Michigan avenue and
the others of the park system, and
the park drives, are superb for driving
or riding, perfectly made for drainage
and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of
Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost
of the parks and boulevards in each of

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and
these commenced operations April 25th,
1859. The Madison street line was opened
May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side
the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in
the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line
was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all
these roads were small and some of them
were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were
all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather
and drove his spirited team at the break-neck
speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the
passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season!
How the passengers were huddled togeth-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put its
money, and out of the sameness of
which it is escaping in spots. Having
also plenty of room, Chicago has been
able to avoid the block system in its
residences, and to give play to variety
and creative genius. It is impossible to
do much with the interior of a house
in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort
nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent ave-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good
die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may
be exceptions, but such as there are only
prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with
the advancement of our city’s greatness, the
lifting of it into the prominent place it now
occupies as well as demonstrating to the
whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD
BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW
WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENT-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon
Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was
also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell
& Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this
work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr.
Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the
office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some
gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr.
Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife.
Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute
severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Mo-

To show the wonderful manner in
which the schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there
were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were
304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584
teachers. The appropriation made
for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00,
which means that it cost the city
about $56.34 for each child’s training
for that period. This does not include
approximately about 75,000 pupils in
parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand preeminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as
much more effective as possible. This
city can also boast of the Universi-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough
of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on
July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate
of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the
age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in
those days meant a practical grounding in
the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he
possessed a knowledge of his business such
as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any
part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and
was an acknowledged authority on all things
pertaining to its early records. All his life he
was identified with printing and publishing.
The first book compiled, printed, bound and

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments
making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness
gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to
advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in
1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds
and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr.
Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the
horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more
than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and
again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December,
1856, there was but one other journal in the United States
that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art pre-
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Text Sample

No story of Chicago would be complete without a
short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing
can prove more interesting than the statements of
eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts
and what history has proved, it stands today as one
of the most appalling visitations which the world had
ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of
streets burned and the total loss of property could
not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks,
the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all
went down together in the awful conflagration. We
can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over
which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and
twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and
seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three
and a half square miles, being about four miles in
length and from one to one and a half in width. The
number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune
of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office
was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of
the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to
the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon
grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays
in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts
of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The
wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the
Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams
of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood,
which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad
area embraced between the river, the South Branch,
Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going
far over on the North Division, while the heavier and
more dangerous ones fell before they reached that
point. They dropped with great force to the ground,
to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of
mankind will mean the most rapid growth for
Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The
railroads of the United States have a higher
standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and
industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come
when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts
and the sciences that it now does in commerce.
All these things will help to bring Chicago to the
front as the world metropolis.” The growth of
population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles.
This is divided into thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased
in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a
bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about threeeighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison
at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed
100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men
of the day, the survey showing that Washington
street was the south boundary, Jefferson street
the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn
street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War;
Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie, the
early white settler, while the others were named
after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke;
Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Clare5
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Under the title of “Studies of the
Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine
in May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact
that Chicago at the time it was written
had not yet reached the million mark:
“Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able
to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation
is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the
most inflated hope of its future, but
it has grown beyond what they said
they expected. This gives the citizens
pause as it might an eagle that laid a
roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become
an independent organism, growing by
a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any
combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming cir-

Ultra

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in
this country; I mean the facility for
pleasure driving and riding. Michigan
avenue from the mouth of the river,
the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street
department, but are under the care
of the Commissioners of Parks. No
traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter.
The whole length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park drives, are superb
for driving or riding, perfectly made
for drainage and permanency, with
a top-dressing of pulverized granite.
The cost of Michigan avenue drive was
two hundred thousand dollars a mile.
The cost of the parks and boulevards

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and
these commenced operations April 25th,
1859. The Madison street line was opened
May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side
the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in
the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line
was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all
these roads were small and some of them
were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were
all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the breakneck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was
wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars.
What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were hud-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE
INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN
OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING
TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the
monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put its
money, and out of the sameness of
which it is escaping in spots. Having
also plenty of room, Chicago has been
able to avoid the block system in its
residences, and to give play to variety
and creative genius. It is impossible to
do much with the interior of a house in
a block, however much you may load
the front with ornament. Confined
to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort
nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good
die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may
be exceptions, but such as there are only
prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with
the advancement of our city’s greatness,
the lifting of it into the prominent place it
now occupies as well as demonstrating to
the whole world its marvelous history a city
without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY,
OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A
LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH
AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon
Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was
also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell &
Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this
work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation.
Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the
office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some
gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr.
Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife.
Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as

To show the wonderful manner in
which the schools of Chicago have
increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public
schools a total of 410 pupils, with but
five teachers in all branches. In 1911
there were 304,146 pupils enrolled,
with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it
cost the city about $56.34 for each
child’s training for that period. This
does not include approximately about
75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand preeminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort
is made to make them as much more
effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago,

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough
of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on
July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate
of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the
age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in
those days meant a practical grounding in
the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman
he possessed a knowledge of his business
such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in
any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr.
Fergus was closely identified with the early
history of Chicago in the printing world, and
was an acknowledged authority on all things
pertaining to its early records. All his life
he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the
promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the
journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee
shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow
to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in
1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds
and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr.
Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the
horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more
than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and
again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December,
1856, there was but one other journal in the United States
that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art pre-
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Text Sample

No story of Chicago would be complete without a
short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing
can prove more interesting than the statements of
eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts
and what history has proved, it stands today as one
of the most appalling visitations which the world had
ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of
streets burned and the total loss of property could
not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks,
the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices,
all went down together in the awful conflagration. We
can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned
over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred
and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and
sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred
and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly
three and a half square miles, being about four miles
in length and from one to one and a half in width. The
number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune
of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office
was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of
the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to
the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all
quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did,
set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward
rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned
pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling
spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain,
over that broad area embraced between the river,
the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street;
the lighter ones going far over on the North Division,
while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great
force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of
mankind will mean the most rapid growth for
Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The
railroads of the United States have a higher
standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial
and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the
financial center of the world. The time will come
when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts
and the sciences that it now does in commerce.
All these things will help to bring Chicago to the
front as the world metropolis.” The growth of
population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles.
This is divided into thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade ending in

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit
of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and
embraced an area of about three-eighths of a
square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three
of the boundary streets of the village were
named after the most prominent men of the day,
the survey showing that Washington street was
the south boundary, Jefferson street the west,
Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street
the east. Dearborn street was named after the
fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie
street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke;
Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Clare5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in
Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May,
1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially
valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is
becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their
modesty, but nevertheless they feel it.
The explanation is simple. The city has
grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its
future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the
citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become
an independent organism, growing by
a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any
combination of men to help or hinder,
beyond the need of flaming circulars
and reports of boards of trade and pro-

Black

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in
this country; I mean the facility for
pleasure driving and riding. Michigan
avenue from the mouth of the river, the
centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately
connected with the park system are not
included in the city street department,
but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are
in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of
Michigan avenue you will never see a
loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park
system, and the park drives, are superb
for driving or riding, perfectly made for
drainage and permanency, with a topdressing of pulverized granite. The cost
of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost
of the parks and boulevards in each of
the three divisions is met by a tax on

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and
these commenced operations April 25th,
1859. The Madison street line was opened May
20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to
State street. The Randolph street line opened
July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells
street line extended from the river to Chicago
avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859
; the Clark street line was opened in August,
1859. The cars on all these roads were small
and some of them were known as “bob-tailed
cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions
of weather and drove his spirited team at the
break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was
wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What
misery they represented in the winter season!
How the passengers were huddled together a
shivering mass of humanity with their feet in

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE
INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY
FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR
NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE
INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York
for so many years put its money, and
out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of
room, Chicago has been able to avoid
the block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with
the interior of a house in a block, however much you may load the front with
ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air,
neither comfort nor individual taste
can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the
humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is
home-like and beautiful at the same

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good
die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may
be exceptions, but such as there are only
prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit
that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting
of it into the prominent place it now occupies
as well as demonstrating to the whole world
its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR
IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS
WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE.
TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR
LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IM-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market
in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington
Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building,
South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was
also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell &
Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident
is connected with the compilation and printing of this work.
The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution
while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell,
who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him
if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I
didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery

To show the wonderful manner in which
the schools of Chicago have increased
to keep pace with its ever-increasing
population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in
the public schools a total of 410 pupils,
with but five teachers in all branches.
In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912
was $17,146,575.00, which means that
it cost the city about $56.34 for each
child’s training for that period. This
does not include approximately about
75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand preeminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort
is made to make them as much more
effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago,
one of the most richly endowed insti-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of
practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of
Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age
of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days
meant a practical grounding in the knowledge
of the art, upon its completion and his setting
forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to
earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He
was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott,
February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the
printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled,
printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic
field with a competency, his real estate investments making
him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him
an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in
1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and
aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired
to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business,
but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make
out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but
one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short
account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove
more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses
of that scene, and by these accounts and what history
has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced.
There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and
the total loss of property could not have been less
than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court
House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and
the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and
the newspaper offices, all went down together in the
awful conflagration. We can form some conception of
the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by
the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side,
four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand
four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of
two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or
nearly three and a half square miles, being about four
miles in length and from one to one and a half in width.
The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen
thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune
of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office
was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of
the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to
the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon
grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays
in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts
of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The
wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the
Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams
of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood,
which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling
steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area
embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells
street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far
over on the North Division, while the heavier and more
dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.
They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the fright-

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of
mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age.
America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these things
will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world
metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago
is shown as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles.
This is divided into thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased
in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was
made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced
an area of about three-eighths of a square mile.
Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the
most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the
north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn
street was named after the fort, which in turn
was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn,
Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name
from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while
the others were named after George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John
Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan;
Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888,
by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This
contribution is especially valuable in
view of the fact that Chicago at the
time it was written had not yet reached
the million mark: “Chicago is becoming
modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may
still be able to conceal their modesty,
but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not
only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most
inflated hope of its future, but it has
grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as
it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an
independent organism, growing by a
combination of forces and opportunities
beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the
need of flaming circulars and reports of
boards of trade and process pictures. It
has passed the danger or the fear of ri-

Bold

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in
this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and
the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but
are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on
them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and
winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue
and the others of the park system, and
the park drives, are superb for driving or
riding, perfectly made for drainage and
permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand
dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and
boulevards in each of the three divisions
is met by a tax on the property in that di-

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these
commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The
Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859,
and extended from Halsted to State street. The
Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859.
On the North Side the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was
opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street
line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all
these roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn
by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his
spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat
inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze.
Oh! those cars. What misery they represented
in the winter season! How the passengers were
huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE
INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY
FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR
NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE
INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York
for so many years put its money, and
out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of
room, Chicago has been able to avoid
the block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the
interior of a house in a block, however
much you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram,
and limited as to light and air, neither
comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of
detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and
beautiful at the same time. There is

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good die young,
but of the printer it might be remarked “Good
printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit
that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting
of it into the prominent place it now occupies
as well as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR
IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE
HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE
OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market
in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington
Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building,
South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co.,
Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is
connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The
first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while
the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who
was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the
Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick
him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the
example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.”
This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point
of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as
meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highland-

To show the wonderful manner in which
the schools of Chicago have increased
to keep pace with its ever-increasing
population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled
in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912
was $17,146,575.00, which means that
it cost the city about $56.34 for each
child’s training for that period. This does
not include approximately about 75,000
pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the
public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is
made to make them as much more effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago,
one of the most richly endowed insti-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of
practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of
Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age
of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days
meant a practical grounding in the knowledge
of the art, upon its completion and his setting
forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to
earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He
was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified
with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority
on all things pertaining to its early records. All
his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound
and issued in Chicago was the Directory of

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters
of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field
with a competency, his real estate investments making him a
rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848.
He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in
establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie
du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding
that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them
he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr.
Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in
the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest
of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’
Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short
account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove
more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced.
There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and
the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House,
the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great
business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent
of the buildings and property destroyed by the space
burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred
and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred
and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and
a half square miles, being about four miles in length and
from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred
and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were
left homeless.

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of
Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was
destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of
the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of
the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the
sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew
more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of
the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind,
seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of
sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood,
which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells
street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over
on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They
dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of

The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads
of the United States have a higher standard than
those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of
the world. The time will come when it will also hold
the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it
now does in commerce. All these things will help to
bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown
as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles.
This is divided into thirty-five wards. The Twentyseventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in
population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting
pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made
in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did
not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of
the village were named after the most prominent
men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson
street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named
after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of
General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie
street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph,
named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made
its first trip on the Hudson between New York and
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888,
by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This
contribution is especially valuable in view
of the fact that Chicago at the time it
was written had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest.
Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able
to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond
the most sanguine expectations of those
who indulged in the most inflated hope of
its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the
citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an
independent organism, growing by a
combination of forces and opportunities
beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the
need of flaming circulars and reports of
boards of trade and process pictures. It
has passed the danger or the fear of ri-

Medium

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this
country; I mean the facility for pleasure
driving and riding. Michigan avenue from
the mouth of the river, the centre of the
town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with
the park system are not included in the
city street department, but are under the
care of the Commissioners of Parks. No
traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for
driving, summer and winter. The whole
length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that
is Michigan avenue and the others of the
park system, and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made
for drainage and permanency, with a topdressing of pulverized granite. The cost
of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost
of the parks and boulevards in each of
the three divisions is met by a tax on the
property in that division. The tax is con-

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these
commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The
Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859,
and extended from Halsted to State street. The
Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859.
On the North Side the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was
opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street
line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all
these roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn
by horses. The driver stood on the front platform
in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four
miles an hour, while the passenger sat inside,
and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those
cars. What misery they represented in the winter
season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their
feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE
INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR
FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony
and mediocrity in which New York for
so many years put its money, and out of
the sameness of which it is escaping in
spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to
variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of a
house in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined
to a long parallelogram, and limited as
to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in
the magnificent avenues, and the effect
is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick,

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good die young, but
of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but such
as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit
that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting
of it into the prominent place it now occupies
as well as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR
IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE
HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE
OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES
AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE
SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was
the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and
printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water
and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co.,
Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first
of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man
of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he
looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of
Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly
dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and
Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come soon-

To show the wonderful manner in which
the schools of Chicago have increased to
keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention
that in 1841 there were enrolled in the
public schools a total of 410 pupils, with
but five teachers in all branches. In 1911
there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with
6,584 teachers. The appropriation made
for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00,
which means that it cost the city about
$56.34 for each child’s training for that
period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent
among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make
them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in Ameri-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of
practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1,
1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow,
Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he
was apprenticed to the printing business, and as
a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood
in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an
acknowledged authority on all things pertaining
to its early records. All his life he was identified
with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was
the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field
with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich
man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity
which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848.
He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in
establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie
du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding
that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them
he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr.
Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in
the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of
the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short
account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove
more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of
that scene, and by these accounts and what history has
proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were
seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of
property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00.
The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the
banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went
down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the
West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres;
South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one
thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total
area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres,
or nearly three and a half square miles, being about four
miles in length and from one to one and a half in width.
The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of
Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the
scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the
alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky,
and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more
and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings
which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise
as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it
in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of
meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over
that broad area embraced between the river, the South
Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones
going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and
more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.
They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening
of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring

has no competition in population except in New York
and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of
growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth
of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The
tendency is becoming more and more marked for
mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are
larger than they ever were before. The dominance of
railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the
most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center
of railroads. The railroads of the United States have
a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and
industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it
will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these things
will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world
metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is
shown as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made
in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did
not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of
the village were named after the most prominent
men of the day, the survey showing that Washington
street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the
west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street
the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort,
which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its
name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while
the others were named after George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton,
named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the
Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888,
by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This
contribution is especially valuable in view
of the fact that Chicago at the time it was
written had not yet reached the million
mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to
conceal their modesty, but nevertheless
they feel it. The explanation is simple. The
city has grown not only beyond the most
sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what they
said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle that laid
a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond
the contrivance of any combination of men
to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade
and process pictures. It has passed the
danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached

Regular

This leads me to speak of another feature
of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the
mouth of the river, the centre of the town,
is macadamized. It and the other avenues
immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the
Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are
in superb condition for driving, summer
and winter. The whole length of Michigan
avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and
the others of the park system, and the
park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized
granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive
was two hundred thousand dollars a mile.
The cost of the parks and boulevards in
each of the three divisions is met by a tax
on the property in that division. The tax is
considerable, but the wise liberality of the

The first line of cars was on State street, between
Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and
extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the
North Side the Wells street line extended from the
river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the
spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened
in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads were
small and some of them were known as “bobtailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The
driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at
the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How
the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of
being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES.
ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL
TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it
has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years
put its money, and out of the sameness
of which it is escaping in spots. Having
also plenty of room, Chicago has been able
to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative
genius. It is impossible to do much with
the interior of a house in a block, however much you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be
consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of
detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues,
and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety,
stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good die young, but
of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers
die poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as
there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit
that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it
into the prominent place it now occupies as well
as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR
IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE
HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE
OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES
AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE
SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was
the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and
printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water
and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also
compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected
with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was
in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him
from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some
gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris,
asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied,
“No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a
gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch
Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termina-

To show the wonderful manner in which
the schools of Chicago have increased to
keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that
in 1841 there were enrolled in the public
schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five
teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were
304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year
1912 was $17,146,575.00, which means
that it cost the city about $56.34 for each
child’s training for that period. This does
not include approximately about 75,000
pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent
among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make
them as much more effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America,
with an enrollment of 6,466 students and

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of
practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1,
1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow,
Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was
apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical
grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its
completion and his setting forth as a journeyman
he possessed a knowledge of his business such
as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part
of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in
the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records.
All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound
and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844,
which was placed upon the market in the year

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous
citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his
natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was
not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848.
He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was
$5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien,
Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned
to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States
that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative
The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that
character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more
interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that
scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved,
it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations
which the world had ever experienced. There were seventythree miles of streets burned and the total loss of property
could not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber
of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the
theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by
the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced
one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a
half square miles, being about four miles in length and from
one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and
nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that
had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of
Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the
scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the
alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky,
and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more
and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings
which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise
as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it
in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially
burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling
spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors,
but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad
area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells
street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on
the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous
ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with
great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the
foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered
upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that oth-

has no competition in population except in New York
and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of
growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of
cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most
rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial
age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center
of the world. The time will come when it will also hold
the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now
does in commerce. All these things will help to bring
Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The
growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made
in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not
exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the
day, the survey showing that Washington street was
the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie
street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn
was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were
named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake,
after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its
first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany
just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s
New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the
late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact
that Chicago at the time it was written had
not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago
is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not
only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown
beyond what they said they expected. This
gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle
that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond
the contrivance of any combination of men
to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade
and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the
point where the growth of any other por-

Light

This leads me to speak of another feature
of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the
mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is
macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system
are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in
superb condition for driving, summer and
winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These
roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park drives,
are superb for driving or riding, perfectly
made for drainage and permanency, with a
top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost
of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred
thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the
parks and boulevards in each of the three
divisions is met by a tax on the property in
that division. The tax is considerable, but
the wise liberality of the citizens has done

The first line of cars was on State street, between
Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph
street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North
Side the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring
of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads were small
and some of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.”
They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on
the front platform in all conditions of weather and
drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of
nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat
inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh!
those cars. What misery they represented in the
winter season! How the passengers were huddled
together a shivering mass of humanity with their
feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite
of the straw so generously supplied by the compa-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES.
ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL
TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it
has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years
put its money, and out of the sameness
of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to
avoid the block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative genius.
It is impossible to do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much you
may load the front with ornament. Confined
to a long parallelogram, and limited as to
light and air, neither comfort nor individual
taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago
is a city of detached houses, in the humbler
quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety,
stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain
and ornamental; but drive where you will

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good die young, but of
the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die
poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there
are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that
printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the
prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a
city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT
WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED
ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE
NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND
OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK
INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD AP-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was
the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and
printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water
and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with
the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co.
came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process
of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen,
subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him
if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t
look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in
point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as
meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was
sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep
pace with its ever-increasing population, it
is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in
all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost
the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include
approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent
among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make
them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of
Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an
enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 in-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He
was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland,
August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion
and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed
a knowledge of his business such as qualified him
to earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was
married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February,
1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was
an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified
with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the
Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous
citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural
Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow
to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848.
He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was
$5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis.,
and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost
him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago
and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856,
there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the
Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typo-
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene,
and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands
today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world
had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of
streets burned and the total loss of property could not have
been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the
Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and
the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the
newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the
buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over
which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North
Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four
acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being about
four miles in length and from one to one and a half in width.
The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand
four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that
had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed.
It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now
accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the
alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and
the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and
more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction,
bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which
faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the
flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned
pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles,
sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and
Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North
Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great force
to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs
of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations

has no competition in population except in New York
and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of
growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of
cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than
they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over
the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth
for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than
those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the
greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time
will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the
arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All
these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as
the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting
pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten
history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830
by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about
three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at
Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three
of the boundary streets of the village were named after
the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing
that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street
took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler,
while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph
of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named
after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont,
had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York
and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was
mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Car5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by
the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the
fact that Chicago at the time it was written
had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations
of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives
the citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help
or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the
fear of rivalry, and reached the point where
the growth of any other portion of the great

Thin

This leads me to speak of another feature of
Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I
mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the
river, the centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks.
No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of
Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded
team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue
and the others of the park system, and the
park drives, are superb for driving or riding,
perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite.
The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two
hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of
the parks and boulevards in each of the three
divisions is met by a tax on the property in
that division. The tax is considerable, but the
wise liberality of the citizens has done for the
town what only royalty usually accomplishes

The first line of cars was on State street, between
Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced
operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line
was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from
Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells
street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark
street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on
all these roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by
horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all
conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at
the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they
represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and
that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied
by the companies for the benefit of their patrons,

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES.
ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL,
it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years
put its money, and out of the sameness
of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to
avoid the block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative genius. It
is impossible to do much with the interior of
a house in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a
long parallelogram, and limited as to light and
air, neither comfort nor individual taste can
be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of
detached houses, in the humbler quarters as
well as in the magnificent avenues, and the
effect is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and
wood intermingled, plain and ornamental;
but drive where you will in the favorite resi-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly
the case. It is said that the good die young, but of the
printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,”
There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that
printing has had much to do with the advancement
of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating
to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT
WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED
ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE
NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND
OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK
INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD AP-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the
Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843.
This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis
& Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the
compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came
to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed
at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the
example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and
Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or
later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April
16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep
pace with its ever-increasing population, it
is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in
all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost
the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent
among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make
them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of
Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instruc-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He
was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to
the printing business, and as a regular indenture in
those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting
forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of
his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood
in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was
closely identified with the early history of Chicago
in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All
his life he was identified with printing and publishing.
The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed
upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was
printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier di-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers
of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his
real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn
to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He
later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr.
Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him
more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and
again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there
was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the
second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene,
and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands
today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world
had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not have been less
than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House,
the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices,
all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side,
embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four
hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to
one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was
seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that
had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city
of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed.
It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now
accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm
before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out
in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all
quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of
sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which
covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river,
the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.
They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional
danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and
showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that
other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad

has no competition in population except in New York and
London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and
sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The
astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming
more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before.
The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind
will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States
have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center
of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the
supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does
in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago
to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history.
The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths
of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn,
the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary
streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the
west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the
east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which
in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from
John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were
named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph,
named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake
Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose
steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the
Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three
years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West”
there appeared an article in Harper’s New
Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is
especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still
be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the
most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future,
but it has grown beyond what they said they
expected. This gives the citizens pause as it
might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help
or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the
fear of rivalry, and reached the point where
the growth of any other portion of the great
Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rival-

ExThin

This leads me to speak of another feature of
Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I
mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the
river, the centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks.
No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of
Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue
and the others of the park system, and the
park drives, are superb for driving or riding,
perfectly made for drainage and permanency,
with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The
cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the
parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by a tax on the property in that
division. The tax is considerable, but the wise
liberality of the citizens has done for the town
what only royalty usually accomplishes giv-

The first line of cars was on State street, between
Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced
operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line
was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened
July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street
line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and
was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street
line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these
roads were small and some of them were known as
“bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The
driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of
weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck
speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze.
Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the
winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet
in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of
the straw so generously supplied by the companies
for the benefit of their patrons, and which in a short

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES.
ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many
years put its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been
able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as
to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety,
stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and
ornamental; but drive where you will in the fa-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly
the case. It is said that the good die young, but of the
printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,”
There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that
printing has had much to do with the advancement of
our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent
place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the
whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO
PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT
WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED
ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE
NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND
OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK
INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the
Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This
Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis &
Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial
Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a
premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation.
Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at
Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened
to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing
the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of
Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute
severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between
Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a
Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April
15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell &

To show the wonderful manner in which
the schools of Chicago have increased to
keep pace with its ever-increasing population,
it is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in
all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost
the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public
schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among
the best of any municipality in the country,
and every effort is made to make them as
much more effective as possible. This city can
also boast of the University of Chicago, one of
the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466
students and 330 instructors in all its branch-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was
born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August
14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the
printing business, and as a regular indenture in those
days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of
the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as
a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any
part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the
printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on
all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he
was identified with printing and publishing. The first
book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago
was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the
market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by
Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers
of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his
real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee
shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn
to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He
later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing
THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00.
Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him
more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again
formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but
one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to
the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’
Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in
its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene,
and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands
today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world
had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not have been less
than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House,
the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices,
all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four
hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one
hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square
miles, being about four miles in length and from one to one and
a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred
thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had
been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of
such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday,
October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said
to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm
before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid
light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful,
casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters.
The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky
with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of
meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that
broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells
street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the
North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell
before they reached that point. They dropped with great force
to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger
and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would
break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by
the flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat

has no competition in population except in New York and
London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and
sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The
astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming
more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before.
The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind
will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States
have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center
of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the
supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does
in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago to
the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history.
The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths
of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn,
the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary
streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the
west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east.
Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn
was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie,
the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan;
Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the
Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between
New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll
of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great
West” there appeared an article in Harper’s
New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the
late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact
that Chicago at the time it was written had
not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations
of those who indulged in the most inflated
hope of its future, but it has grown beyond
what they said they expected. This gives the
citizens pause as it might an eagle that laid
a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or
hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars
and reports of boards of trade and process
pictures. It has passed the danger or the
fear of rivalry, and reached the point where
the growth of any other portion of the great

Ultra

This leads me to speak of another feature
of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving
and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth
of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are
not included in the city street department,
but are under the care of the Commissioners
of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them,
and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The
whole length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is
Michigan avenue and the others of the park
system, and the park drives, are superb for
driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of
pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by
a tax on the property in that division. The tax
is considerable, but the wise liberality of the
citizens has done for the town what only roy-

The first line of cars was on State street, between
Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison
street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street
line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the
Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the
Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The
cars on all these roads were small and some of them
were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn
by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in
all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team
at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they
represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and
that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied
by the companies for the benefit of their patrons,

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the
monotony and mediocrity in which New
York for so many years put its money, and
out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible
to do much with the interior of a house in a
block, however much you may load the front
with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as
well as in the magnificent avenues, and the
effect is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and
wood intermingled, plain and ornamental;
but drive where you will in the favorite resi-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the good die young, but of
the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die
poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there
are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that
printing has had much to do with the advancement
of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city
without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD
BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE
QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR
PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR
LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD
APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the
Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This
Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis &
Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial
Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the
compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came
to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed
at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the
example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and
Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or
later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April
16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep
pace with its ever-increasing population,
it is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in
all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost
the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent
among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make
them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of
Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instruc-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He
was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to
the printing business, and as a regular indenture in
those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting
forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of
his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus
was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged
authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and
publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound
and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844,
which was placed upon the market in the year 1843.
This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers
of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his
real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee
shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to
advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing
THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked
in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than
he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a
partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its
date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account
of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by
these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as
one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever
experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned
and the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the
Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business
blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all
went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side,
embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four
hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to
one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was
seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that
had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city
of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of
Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the
scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm
before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out
in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all
quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of
sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which
covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river,
the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter
ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and
more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They
dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and
showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that
other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad

has no competition in population except in New York and
London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and
sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The
astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming
more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before.
The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind
will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States
have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it will also hold
the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now
does in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of
population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by
James Thompson, and embraced an area of about threeeighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort
Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of
the boundary streets of the village were named after
the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General
Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its
name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the
others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came
Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake,
after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton,
whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip
on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West”
there appeared an article in Harper’s New
Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still
be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple.
The city has grown not only beyond the most
sanguine expectations of those who indulged
in the most inflated hope of its future, but it
has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an
eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or
hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars
and reports of boards of trade and process
pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear
of rivalry, and reached the point where the
growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that

Black

This leads me to speak of another feature of
Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I
mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the
river, the centre of the town, is macadamized.
It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in
the city street department, but are under the
care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently
they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan
avenue you will never see a loaded team. These
roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others
of the park system, and the park drives, are
superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for
drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan
avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by a
tax on the property in that division. The tax is
considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted
to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was
opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was
opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads
were small and some of them were known as “bobtailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver
stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed
of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger
sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh!
those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw
so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time became

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING
TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for
so many years put its money, and out of the
sameness of which it is escaping in spots.
Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been
able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as
to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety,
stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and
ornamental; but drive where you will in the favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly
the case. It is said that the good die young, but of the
printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,”
There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that
printing has had much to do with the advancement of
our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent
place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the
whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD
BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE
QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR
PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR
LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY
WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus,
from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr.
Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick
him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife.
Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed
the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch
Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A
notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep
pace with its ever-increasing population, it is
only necessary to mention that in 1841 there
were enrolled in the public schools a total of
410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled,
with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made
for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00, which
means that it cost the city about $56.34 for
each child’s training for that period. This does
not include approximately about 75,000 pupils
in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public
schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among
the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as
much more effective as possible. This city can
also boast of the University of Chicago, one of
the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466
students and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was
born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August
14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the
printing business, and as a regular indenture in those
days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of
the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a
journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business
such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part
of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead
Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified
with the early history of Chicago in the printing world,
and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified
with printing and publishing. The first book compiled,
printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory
of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is
said that the earlier directories of Chicago were com-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers
of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his
real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee
shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to
advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later
went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE
PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon
shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the
horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could
make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership
with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the
United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of
that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the
first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account
of the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by
these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as
one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever
experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned
and the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the
Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business
blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all
went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and
seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred
and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square miles,
being about four miles in length and from one to one and a half in
width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand
persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had
been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of
such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday,
October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said
to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm
before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid
light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful,
casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters.
The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky
with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of
meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that
broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells
street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the
North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell
before they reached that point. They dropped with great force
to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger
and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would
break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by
the flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat

has no competition in population except in New York and
London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and
sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present
period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more
and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean
the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of
railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age.
America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation.
It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world.
The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in
the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All
these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the
world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is
shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths
of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn,
the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary
streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington
street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west,
Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was
named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of
War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph
of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had
made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped
out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and
then Kinzie street.
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A Small-sized Solution Could be Part of the Plan to Fight a Big Problem
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Twenty Years After the Influential Monthly Cycling Event Began, Chicago is a Far More Bike-Friendly City
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Autumn seems to have finally arrived, but the scene of events in Chicago is only heating up with amazing things to do and see.
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West”
there appeared an article in Harper’s New
Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached
the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest.
Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel
it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown
not only beyond the most sanguine expectations
of those who indulged in the most inflated hope
of its future, but it has grown beyond what they
said they expected. This gives the citizens pause
as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It
has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and
reached the point where the growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city
in it (whatever rivalry that city may show in industries or in commerce), is in some way a con-

Bold

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean
the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the
centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the
other avenues immediately connected with the
park system are not included in the city street
department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on
them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole
length of Michigan avenue you will never see a
loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and
the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two
hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the
parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has done for the town what
only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are a criteri-

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to
State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th,
1859. On the North Side the Wells street line extended
from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the
spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads were small and
some of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They
were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front
platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an
hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were
huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with
their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite
of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for
the benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time
became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN
OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years put
its money, and out of the sameness of which it
is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room,
Chicago has been able to avoid the block system
in its residences, and to give play to variety and
creative genius. It is impossible to do much with
the interior of a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined
to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light
and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can
be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well
as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is
home-like and beautiful at the same time. There
is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you
will in the favorite residence parts of the vast
city, you will be continually surprised with the
sight of noble and artistic houses and homes

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the
case. It is said that the good die young, but of the printer
it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may
be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our
city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place
it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole
world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS,
AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS
SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE.
TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF
DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF
DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can
be said concerning the early printer of Chicago should
prove of interest to every studious mind, and not only

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory
was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the
Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled
by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building,
65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and
printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who
was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back.
Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No,
I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in
point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek
as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come
sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of
April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of
James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace
with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were
enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In
1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with
6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the
year 1912 was $17,146,575.00, which means that
it cost the city about $56.34 for each child’s
training for that period. This does not include
approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public
schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among
the best of any municipality in the country, and
every effort is made to make them as much more
effective as possible. This city can also boast of
the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America,
with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330
instructors in all its branches. It was founded in
the year 1892.

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical
printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born
in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815.
At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a
practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its
completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him
to earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr.
Fergus was closely identified with the early history of
Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged
authority on all things pertaining to its early records.
All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in
Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pag-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens
of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day,
he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave
him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE
PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse
business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make
out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with
Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative
The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of
the great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than
the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the
most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced.
There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total
loss of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00.
The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber
of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the
buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which,
on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres;
South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand
four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to one
and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had
been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such
proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had never
seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to
be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light
that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the
fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind,
seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling
spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but
falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division,
while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached
that point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses,
and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that
other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it out of the power of the
engines to combat them.”

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period
will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more
marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are
larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The
railroads of the United States have a higher standard than
those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming
the financial center of the world. The time will come when it
will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that
it now does in commerce. All these things will help to bring
Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of
population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit,
and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first
survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and
embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile.
Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not
exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were
named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey
showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn
street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort,
which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named
after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after
John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New
York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was
mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton,
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October Means Time for Falling Leaves and Fun Events Like Film Fests, Food Fests and the Chicago Marathon
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12

IT WILL COST ABOUT $300,000 TO GIVE EVERY OFFICER THE NASAL SPRAY ANTIDOTE FOR OPIOID OVERDOSES
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GREAT CHICAGO FIRE KILLED 300, CAUSED MAJOR DAMAGE 146 YEARS AGO / FIRST SELF-SUSTAINING NUCLEAR CHAIN REACTION
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West”
there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it
was written had not yet reached the million mark:
“Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond
the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but
it has grown beyond what they said they expected.
This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle
that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination
of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It
has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and
reached the point where the growth of any other
portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in it
(whatever rivalry that city may show in industries
or in commerce), is in some way a contribution to

Medium

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean
the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park
system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them,
and consequently they are in superb condition for
driving, summer and winter. The whole length of
Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park drives, are
superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for
drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing
of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a
mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each
of the three divisions is met by a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but
the wise liberality of the citizens has done for the
town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are a
criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened
May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State
street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On
the North Side the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859
; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The
cars on all these roads were small and some of them were
known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions
of weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck
speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger
sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those
cars. What misery they represented in the winter season!
How the passengers were huddled together a shivering
mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen,
and that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied by
the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and which
in a short time became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN
OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years put its
money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block system in
its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the
interior of a house in a block, however much you
may load the front with ornament. Confined to a
long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air,
neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached
houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the
magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like
and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain
and ornamental; but drive where you will in the
favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will
be continually surprised with the sight of noble
and artistic houses and homes displaying taste

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case.
It is said that the good die young, but of the printer it
might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be
exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s
greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now
occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS
WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON
BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH
AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE
BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be
said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove
of interest to every studious mind, and not only those who

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was
compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon
Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by
Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake
street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of
this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while
the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick
temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the
office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the
example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between
Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch
Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced
the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would be settled by James Campbell, to whom all mon-

To show the wonderful manner in which the
schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace
with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled
in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with
but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there
were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost the city
about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about
75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools
of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of
any municipality in the country, and every effort
is made to make them as much more effective as
possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all
its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on the borders of the City of

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical
printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in
the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At
the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business,
and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a
knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a
livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was
closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the
printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all
things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was
identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said
that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone and

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of
Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments
making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went
into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’
CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter
retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned
to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December,
1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser.
Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in
its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS
BEARING THE IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the
great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the
statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and
what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling
visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventythree miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could not
have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court
House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all
went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the
space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and
twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North
Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length and
from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed
was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been
built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had never seen.
At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to di-

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one
of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before
the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the
buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise
as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of
wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South
Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far
over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones
fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great force to
the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the
frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and that
a terribly broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it out of
the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful bril-

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or
later will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and
unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for
mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than
they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United
States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial
nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world.
The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the
arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these
things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit,
and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first
survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and
embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were
named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary,
Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the
fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from
Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named
after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had
made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany
just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie
street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton,
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there
appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view
of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago
is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may
still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city
has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the citizens
pause as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any
combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the
need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of
trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point
where the growth of any other portion of the great
Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that
city may show in industries or in commerce), is in
some way a contribution to the power and wealth
of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cit-

Regular

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the centre of the
town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not
included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No
traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they
are in superb condition for driving, summer and
winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you
will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is
Michigan avenue and the others of the park system,
and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency,
with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost
of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by a tax
on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has done
for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are
a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very
high. But it needed a community with a great deal

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph
and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th,
1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side
the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street
line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads
were small and some of them were known as “bob-tailed
cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on
the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his
spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles
an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in
danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw so
generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their
patrons, and which in a short time became so filthy that it
was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING
THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR
NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in
which New York for so many years put its money,
and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in
spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been
able to avoid the block system in its residences, and
to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of a house in
a block, however much you may load the front with
ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and
limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago
is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the
effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time.
There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where
you will in the favorite residence parts of the vast
city, you will be continually surprised with the sight
of noble and artistic houses and homes displaying
taste as well as luxury.

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It
is said that the good die young, but of the printer it might be
remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions,
but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s
greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now
occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS
WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON
BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS
WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS,
AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS
THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be
said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of
interest to every studious mind, and not only those who are

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory
of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by
Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake
street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this
work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper,
becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and
threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s
wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure
to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm
of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would
be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr.

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools
of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to
mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00,
which means that it cost the city about $56.34 for
each child’s training for that period. This does not
include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools
of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of
any municipality in the country, and every effort
is made to make them as much more effective as
possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all
its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chi-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the
Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age
of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a
regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding
in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his
business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part
of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott,
February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the
early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued
in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed
by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon
the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived his name,

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired
from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making
him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which
he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went
into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’
CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter
retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned
to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856,
there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively
to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the
great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the
statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and
what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could
not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court
House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went
down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space
burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one
thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two
thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to one and
a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons
were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been
built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the
time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October
8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of
the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before
the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays
in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings
which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames
did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams
of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the
sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while
the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.
They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger
of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations
would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the
flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every

has no competition in population except in New York and London.
London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later
will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The
tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get
in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will
mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of
railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the
greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it
will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it
now does in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago
to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in
Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divid-

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and
it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed
100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that
Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the
west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in
honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street
took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the
others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named
after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York
and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped
out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then
Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after
5

Family

Width

Weight

Alright
Condensed
Light
Normal

Ultra
Black
Bold
Medium
Regular
Light
Thin
ExThin

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Narrow

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Condensed

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Compressed

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa
Aa

Okay Type

Alright v2

120

82

62

48

40

32

24

Condensed

Light

Waterfall

Wacławowo
Peacock Brewery

Shedd Park Fieldhouse
Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge
Ed Thielepape Premium Lager Beer
Spring Garage Door Install & Repair In Joliet
Measure To Require Hotels To Have Defibrillators Advances

18

Developer of Boutique Converted Church Condo in Logan Square Asks $500k

12
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there
appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of
the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had
not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able
to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel
it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not
only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those
who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future,
but it has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle
that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent
organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of
flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and
process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear
of rivalry, and reached the point where the growth of
any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any
city in it (whatever rivalry that city may show in industries or in commerce), is in some way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them that
have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions,

Light

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue
from the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is
macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in
the city street department, but are under the care of
the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted
on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length
of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others
of the park system, and the park drives, are superb
for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and
permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks
and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by
a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has
done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads
are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand
very high. But it needed a community with a great
deal of dating and confidence in the future to create

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph
and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th,
1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the
Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue,
and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line
was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads were
small and some of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They
were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team
at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the
passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh!
those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season!
How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass
of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that
too in spite of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time
became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that
hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of
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ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING
THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it
has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put its money, and out
of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots.
Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to
avoid the block system in its residences, and to give
play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to
do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much you may load the front with ornament.
Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to
light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste
can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in
the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like
and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you will in the favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will be continually
surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses
and homes displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is
said that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing
has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies
as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS
WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON
BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS
WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING
AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS,
SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD
APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be
said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every studious mind, and not only those who are inti-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of
1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by
J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South
Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris.
It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first
of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process
of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr.
Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he
looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t
look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any
copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell,
as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due
said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools
of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its everincreasing population, it is only necessary to mention
that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools
a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all
branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled,
with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the
year 1912 was $17,146,575.00, which means that it
cost the city about $56.34 for each child’s training
for that period. This does not include approximately
about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools
of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any
municipality in the country, and every effort is made
to make them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of Chicago,
one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students
and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded
in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON,
Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is
also another richly endowed institution of learning,

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of
15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in
the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting
forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part of
the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged
authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life
he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book
compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that
the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy.
The pages were held upon the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were inserted in

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from
the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a
rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was
not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into
business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET.
Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie
du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost
him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed
a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in
the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative
The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the
Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LO-
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the
great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations
which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of
streets burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and
property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and
sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or
nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length and
from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was
seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built
prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and
such grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8,
the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best
descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the
flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated
the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every
direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced
it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling
steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between
the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter
ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great
force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the
frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly
broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it out of the power of
the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy
of the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The

has no competition in population except in New York and London.
London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will
reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled
growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close
contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The
dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the
most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The
railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those
abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center
of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All
these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into
thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city,

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it
brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of
Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an
area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison
at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the
boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street
was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the
north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry
Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the
Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after
the I. and M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named Mar5
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Hoosier Mama’s Long-Awaited Expansion Could Arrive as Soon as this Weekend
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Only two suburbs cleared the $1 million mark for median sale price in 2016: Kenilworth and Winnetka, both at $1.2 million
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Investing Citywide In Chicago Will Change Nationwide Perceptions / Cubs prepared to pull out all the stops against Nationals ace Max Scherzer
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PAINT AND VARNISH RECORD
CANNER AND DRIED FRUIT PACKER
EXCELSIOR LAGER BIER FROM H. TORCHIANI
ART PROJECT SERVES HOSPITALITY IN PLACE OF HOSTILITY
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PACKERS PLAYER IS HOSPITALIZED AFTER ‘DIRTY’ HIT IN GAME AGAINST BEARS

12

THE GREAT FIRE CARVED A PATH OF DESTRUCTION THROUGH CHICAGO IN 1871. HERE ARE OLD PHOTOS OF THE RUINS
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“WHAT A SAD LOSS FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD,” SAID A LOYAL CUSTOMER / CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY’S GEORGE CLEVELAND HALL BRANCH
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in
May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that
Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached
the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their
modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation
is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most
sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the
most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent
organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process
pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point where the growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in it
(whatever rivalry that city may show in industries or in
commerce), is in some way a contribution to the power
and wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which reach a certain amount of population and

Thin

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from
the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city
street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them,
and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan
avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads,
that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with
a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a
mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each of
the three divisions is met by a tax on the property in
that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has done for the town what only
royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads.
And if good roads are a criterion of civilization, Chicago
must stand very high. But it needed a community with
a great deal of dating and confidence in the future to
create this park system.

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and
Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th,
1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and
extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in
the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August,
1859. The cars on all these roads were small and some of them
were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses.
The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was
wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled
together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger
of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and
which in a short time became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that,
the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncom-
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ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING
THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has
escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New
York for so many years put its money, and out of the
sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the
block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much
with the interior of a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a
long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or
satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the
humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues,
and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and
wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive
where you will in the favorite residence parts of the
vast city, you will be continually surprised with the sight
of noble and artistic houses and homes displaying taste
as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is
said that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has
had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness,
the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well
as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city
without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS
WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON
BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS
WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS,
SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD
APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said
concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every studious mind, and not only those who are intimate-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of
1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by
J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It
was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous
incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked
back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked
him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This
unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch
Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the
Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the
firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would be
settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of
Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention
that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a
total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with
6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year
1912 was $17,146,575.00, which means that it cost the
city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000
pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools
of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any
municipality in the country, and every effort is made
to make them as much more effective as possible.
This city can also boast of the University of Chicago,
one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students
and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON,
Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another richly endowed institution of learning, and

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers,
arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate
of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in
those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the
art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he
possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to
earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely
identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world,
and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its
early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus.
It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled
without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone and
when a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were
inserted in the form. In this way new names were added until the

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the
journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man
and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to
turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET.
Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie
du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost
him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed
a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in
the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative
The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the
Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING
THE IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great
fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of
eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has
proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the
world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned
and the total loss of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00.
The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form
some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the
space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one
hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being
about four miles in length and from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty,
and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built
prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and
such grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon
mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it
and make it the Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from every clime, men of towering ambition and energy; men with

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8,
the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best
descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the
flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the
horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from
all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles,
sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery
shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South
Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the
North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they
reached that point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the
flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The
densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have,

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach
the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of
cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for
Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United
States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is
rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come
when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that
it now does in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago to
the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into
thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, in-

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it
brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at
Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men
of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south
boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which
in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary
of War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white
settler, while the others were named after George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll
street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the
I. and M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named Market
street because the city market was located in the middle of the thor5
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The Fine Arts building offers a sonic experience straight from the 1890s / Choosy Package Thief Opens Box on Porch Before Swiping Stuff: Watch!
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ROGERS PARK RANKED AS ONE OF THE CITY’S BEST VEGETARIAN DESTINATIONS
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LEAVES ALREADY HAVE STARTED TO CHANGE COLOR — AND THE WARM WEATHER COULD HELP MAKE THEM PRETTIER
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in
May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that
Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached
the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps
the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as
it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men
to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars
and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It
has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached
the point where the growth of any other portion of the
great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that
city may show in industries or in commerce), is in some
way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which reach a certain
amount of population and wealth, grow by a kind of nat-

ExThin

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from
the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected
with the park system are not included in the city street
department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue
you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is
Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and
the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue
drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost
of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions
is met by a tax on the property in that division. The tax
is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has
done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very high. But
it needed a community with a great deal of dating and
confidence in the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and
Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859.
The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended
from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July
15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line extended from
the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859
; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all
these roads were small and some of them were known as “bobtailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited
team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while
the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh!
those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season!
How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of
humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in
spite of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for the
benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time became so filthy
that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that,
the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing for the car often to leave the track, even on a short

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING
THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has
escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New
York for so many years put its money, and out of the
sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the
block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with
the interior of a house in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort
nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters
as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is
home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great
variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and
ornamental; but drive where you will in the favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will be continually surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses and
homes displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings
of which I spoke, there are several, like the Art Muse-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is
said that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has
had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness,
the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well
as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city
without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS
WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE
ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE
HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY
FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP
OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE
SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO
CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said
concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to
every studious mind, and not only those who are intimately con-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844.
It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and
Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It
was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell
& Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr.
Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris,
a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure
to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April
16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell &
Co., and further that all demands against the same would be settled by James Campbell,
to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris
died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is doubtful if he made a living by his

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of
Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that
in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584
teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost the city about
$56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does
not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of
Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to
make them as much more effective as possible. This city
can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the
most richly endowed institutions of learning in America,
with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON,
Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also
another richly endowed institution of learning, and has
3,788 students with 361 instructors.

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he
was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge
of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified
him to earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to
Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world,
and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its
early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It
is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone and when
a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were inserted in the form. In this way new names were added until the time

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago,
and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and
his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn
to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET.
Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du
Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him
more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United
States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING
THE IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED
AT NO. 46 STATE STREET, TODAY ARE WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE AR-

4

Okay Type

Alright v2

◀ 9 / 12 pt
9 / 13 pt ▶

◀ 10 / 14 pt
10 / 15 pt ▶

Condensed

ExThin

Text Sample

No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great
fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye
witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it
stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever
experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss
of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House,
the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down
together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent
of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the
West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres;
making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or
nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length and from
one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such
grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction
it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but
the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the
Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from every
clime, men of towering ambition and energy; men with means and those with-

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the
last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the
flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the
horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from
all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch,
Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that
point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of
the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of
buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and
that a terribly broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it out of the
power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of
the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have, of it-

in population except in New York and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth.
“The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked
for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind
will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than
those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these
things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.”
The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into
thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it
brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of
about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets
of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day,
the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary,
Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street
the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was
named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie
street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the
others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John
Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after
Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip
on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years
before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and
M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named Market street because the city market was located in the middle of the thoroughfare,
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there
appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view
of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written
had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is
becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may
still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city
has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the citizens
pause as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any
combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the
need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of
trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point
where the growth of any other portion of the great
Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that
city may show in industries or in commerce), is in
some way a contribution to the power and wealth
of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cit-

Ultra

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the centre of the
town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not
included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are
in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you will
never see a loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system,
and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency,
with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost
of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by a tax
on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has done
for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are
a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very
high. But it needed a community with a great deal

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph
and Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April
25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th,
1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side
the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street
line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads
were small and some of them were known as “bob-tailed
cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on
the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his
spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles
an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet
in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw
so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of
their patrons, and which in a short time became so filthy that
it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING
THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New
York for so many years put its money, and out of
the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to
avoid the block system in its residences, and to give
play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible
to do much with the interior of a house in a block,
however much you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a
city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as
well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect
is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There
is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you will
in the favorite residence parts of the vast city, you
will be continually surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses and homes displaying taste
as well as luxury.

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case.
It is said that the good die young, but of the printer it might
be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing
has had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE
UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY
OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW
WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR
PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A
DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be
said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of
interest to every studious mind, and not only those who are
intimately connected with the craft but also those who have

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory
of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by
Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake
street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this
work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper,
becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and
threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s
wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the
copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure
to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm
of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would
be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr.

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools
of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to
mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00,
which means that it cost the city about $56.34 for
each child’s training for that period. This does not
include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools
of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of
any municipality in the country, and every effort
is made to make them as much more effective as
possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its
branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical
printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in
the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the
age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as
a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his
setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of
his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any
part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead
Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with
the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an
acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued
in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by
Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon
the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived his name,

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired
from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making
him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which
he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired
to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his
animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and
again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one
other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of
the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first
of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first
monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE
IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the
great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the
statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and
what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could
not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court
House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went
down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space
burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one
thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two
thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to one and
a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons
were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been
built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the
time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October
8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the
best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before
the flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays
in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings
which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames
did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams
of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered
the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of
meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the
heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point.
They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger
of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations
would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the
flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every

has no competition in population except in New York and London.
London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later
will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The
tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get
in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will
mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of
railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the
greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it
will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it
now does in commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago
to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in
Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided in-

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and
it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey
of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced
an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three
of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most
prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington
street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie
street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street
was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name
from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were
named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John
Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its
first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twentythree years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there
appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner.
This contribution is especially valuable in view of the
fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The
explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who
indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but
it has grown beyond what they said they expected.
This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle that
laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent
organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of
rivalry, and reached the point where the growth of any
other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in
it (whatever rivalry that city may show in industries
or in commerce), is in some way a contribution to the
power and wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall
be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for lo-

Black

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue
from the mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is
macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in
the city street department, but are under the care of
the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted
on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length
of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others
of the park system, and the park drives, are superb
for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and
permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks
and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by
a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has
done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads
are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand
very high. But it needed a community with a great
deal of dating and confidence in the future to create

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and
Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th,
1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and
extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line
opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line
extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in
the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August,
1859. The cars on all these roads were small and some of them
were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of
weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed
of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat inside,
and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers
were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their
feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw
so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their
patrons, and which in a short time became so filthy that it was
unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of
that, the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN
MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR
FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years
put its money, and out of the sameness of which it is
escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of
a house in a block, however much you may load the
front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues,
and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where
you will in the favorite residence parts of the vast city,
you will be continually surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses and homes displaying taste
as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is
said that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has
had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness,
the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well
as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a
city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE
UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY
OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW
WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR
PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES
AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH
OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said
concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest
to every studious mind, and not only those who are intimately
connected with the craft but also those who have derived ines-

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of
1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by
J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first
of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process
of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr.
Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he
looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t
look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any
copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as
fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced
the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands
against the same would be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said
firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years since in

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of
Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention
that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools
a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all
branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled,
with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the
year 1912 was $17,146,575.00, which means that it
cost the city about $56.34 for each child’s training
for that period. This does not include approximately
about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of
Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to
make them as much more effective as possible. This
city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one
of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in
America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and
330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded in
the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another richly endowed institution of learning, and

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of
15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the
knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth
as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such
as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part of the world.
He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836.
Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he
was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of
1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This
directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were inserted in the form.

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from
the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a
rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was
not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET.
Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie
du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost
him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed
a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in
the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative
The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the
Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal
in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE
IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the
great fire of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations
which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of
streets burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the
Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and
property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and
sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or
nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length and
from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was
seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built
prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and
such grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8,
the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best
descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the
flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated
the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every
direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced
it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling
steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between
the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones
going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous
ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great force to
the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear
that other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad area
would be covered by the flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to
combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter.

has no competition in population except in New York and London.
London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will
reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled
growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close
contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most
rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The
railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those
abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center
of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy
in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these
things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into
thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city,

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it
brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at
Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men
of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south
boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and
Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort,
which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie, the early
white settler, while the others were named after George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll
street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the
I. and M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named Market
street because the city market was located in the middle of the thor5
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Its Tagline is “The Happiest Place in Chicago.”
One Chicago Spot Made The ‘World’s 50 Best Bars’ List For 2017
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Purr-fect: Windy Kitty, Chicago’s Newest Cat Cafe, Arrives in Bucktown this Month
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Woman seriously injured after lighting what she thought was a candle — it was a firework / The Buckinghams: Kind Of A Drag
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House prices in suburban Harvey were down 81 percent from precrash levels of a decade ago, the biggest drop across the six-county suburban area
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POP OFF: IT LOOKS LIKE THE SUGARY DRINKS TAX IS ABOUT TO DIE

18
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THE CITY HAS BROKEN THREE RECORDS FOR HIGH TEMPERATURES IN A ROW / HISTORY MUSEUM SEEKS $3 HIKE IN ADMISSION FEES
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GET YOUR OUTDOOR FUN IN EARLY. IT COULD RAIN ON SUNDAY, ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE / SELL US YOUR ANTIQUE WASHING MACHINE
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in
May, 1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached the
million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps
the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as
it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men
to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars
and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It
has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached
the point where the growth of any other portion of the
great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that
city may show in industries or in commerce), is in some
way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which reach a certain
amount of population and wealth, grow by a kind of nat-

Bold

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago,
which has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for
pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the
mouth of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected
with the park system are not included in the city street
department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you
will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the
park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue
drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost
of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions
is met by a tax on the property in that division. The tax is
considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens has
done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes
given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very high. But it
needed a community with a great deal of dating and confidence in the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three or

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and
Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859.
The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened
July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line extended
from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of
1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on
all these roads were small and some of them were known as “bobtailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited
team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while
the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh!
those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season!
How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in
spite of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for the
benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time became so filthy
that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that,
the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing for the car often to leave the track, even on a short trip,

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN
MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR
FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony
and mediocrity in which New York for so many years put
its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping
in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been
able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to
give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible
to do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much you may load the front with ornament. Confined
to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air,
neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted
or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the
humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues,
and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same
time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you will
in the favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will be
continually surprised with the sight of noble and artistic
houses and homes displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings
of which I spoke, there are several, like the Art Museum, the Studebaker Building, and the new Auditorium,

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is
said that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but
such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has
had much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the
lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as
demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE
QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY
MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE
BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT
WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said
concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to
every studious mind, and not only those who are intimately connected with the craft but also those who have derived inestimable

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844.
It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and
Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It
was printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell
& Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr.
Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris,
a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure
to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April
16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell &
Co., and further that all demands against the same would be settled by James Campbell,
to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris
died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is doubtful if he made a living by his

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of
Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that
in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584
teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost the city about
$56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does
not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of
Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to
make them as much more effective as possible. This city
can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the
most richly endowed institutions of learning in America,
with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also
another richly endowed institution of learning, and has
3,788 students with 361 instructors.

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers,
arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of
Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those
days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn
a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and
was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in
the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said
that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were inserted in the
form. In this way new names were added until the time arrived to

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago,
and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and
his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn
to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’
entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis.,
and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he
could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr.
Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was
devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser.
Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of
issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46 STATE
STREET, TODAY ARE WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE ARTISTIC EXECUTION WITH
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire
of 1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it
stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom
House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great
business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went
down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the
extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which,
on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side,
four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four
acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length
and from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was
seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand
persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such
grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction
it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but
the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the
Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from every
clime, men of towering ambition and energy; men with means and those without

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the
last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the
flames were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the
horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from
all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch,
Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that
point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of
the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of
buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out,
and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it out of
the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of
the sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have, of it-

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the
maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming
more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today
are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over
the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the
greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a
higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is
the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the
financial center of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the
supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All
these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into
thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it
brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of
about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets
of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the
survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street
the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was
named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie
street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the
others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John
Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after
Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip
on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and
M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named Market street because the city market was located in the middle of the thoroughfare,
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May,
1888, by the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution
is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the
time it was written had not yet reached the million mark:
“Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may
still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they
feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not
only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who
indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has
grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the
citizens pause as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to
help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process pictures. It has passed
the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point
where the growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that city may
show in industries or in commerce), is in some way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them that
have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for
local expansion, which reach a certain amount of population and wealth, grow by a kind of natural increment, the
law of attraction, very well known in human nature, which

Medium

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which
has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth
of the river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and
the other avenues immediately connected with the park
system are not included in the city street department, but
are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole
length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team.
These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the
park system, and the park drives, are superb for driving or
riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with
a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan
avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The
cost of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by a tax on the property in that division. The
tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens
has done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are a
criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very high. But
it needed a community with a great deal of dating and confidence in the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three or
four miles over cobble-stones and ruts to get to good driv-

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and
Twelfth streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859.
The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line extended from
the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ;
the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these
roads were small and some of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.”
They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform
in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the breakneck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were
huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw so generously
supplied by the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and which
in a short time became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the
beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that, the
conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing
for the car often to leave the track, even on a short trip, and the pas-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING
TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years put its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots.
Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid
the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with
the interior of a house in a block, however much you may
load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort
nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as
well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is homelike and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety,
stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you will in the favorite residence parts
of the vast city, you will be continually surprised with the
sight of noble and artistic houses and homes displaying
taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings of
which I spoke, there are several, like the Art Museum, the
Studebaker Building, and the new Auditorium, which would

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said
that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked
“Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there
are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had
much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting
of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED
ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE
IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND
IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL
US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every
studious mind, and not only those who are intimately connected with
the craft but also those who have derived inestimable benefits from
the self-sacrificing labors of the craftsmen themselves.

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It
was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington
Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was
printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident
is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came
to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who
was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him
from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently
discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife.
Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as
in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and
Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced
the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the
same would be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr.
Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is
doubtful if he made a living by his literary labors in Chicago.
The next Chicago Directory was entitled “Norris’ Business Directory for 1846,” Eastman

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841
there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there
were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00,
which means that it cost the city about $56.34 for each
child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as
much more effective as possible. This city can also boast of
the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed
institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of
6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its branches. It
was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois,
just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another
richly endowed institution of learning, and has 3,788 students with 361 instructors.
There are also numerous other places of learning and

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of
Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those
days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon
its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a
knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood
in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott,
February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was
placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed
by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were
compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone
and when a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were
inserted in the form. In this way new names were added until the time
arrived to republish the book. It is stated that Mr. Fergus on many oc-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and,
unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic
field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural
Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business
with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire
capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make
out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet
was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first
monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT
OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46 STATE STREET,
TODAY ARE WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE ARTISTIC EXECUTION WITH WHICH THEY
WERE TURNED OUT.
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of
1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses
of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as
one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There
were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could
not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the
Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks,
the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side,
one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand
one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being
about four miles in length and from one to one and a half in width. The number of
buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one
hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior
to that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur
as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked
upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the Mecca of thousands
of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from every clime, men of towering
ambition and energy; men with means and those without means, but of unrivaled
skill, to assist in placing it where it stands today, the cynosure of all eyes and the

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last
issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of
the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames
were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew
more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out
in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind,
seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which
covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced
between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great force to the
ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the
flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the
sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have, of itself, been
sufficient to choke up the surrounding streets with an impassable crowd; but as

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London
lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the
present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more
marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than
they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of
railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than
those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the
world. The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts
and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these things will help to
bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in
population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now has 113,336

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings
to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was
made in 1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about threeeighths of a square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village
were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing
that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west,
Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was
named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry
Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie,
the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan;
Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had
made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twentythree years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and M. Canal; east of the river the first street was named Market street because the
city market was located in the middle of the thoroughfare, the reason of
its width; Franklin took its name from Benjamin Franklin, and Wells was
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared
an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by
the late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was
written had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to
conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the
most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the
most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it
might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities
beyond the contrivance of any combination of men to help or
hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of
boards of trade and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point where the
growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any
city in it (whatever rivalry that city may show in industries or
in commerce), is in some way a contribution to the power and
wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cities,
under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which reach
a certain amount of population and wealth, grow by a kind of
natural increment, the law of attraction, very well known in
human nature, which draws a person to an active city of two

Regular

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which
has no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure
driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the
river, the centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are
not included in the city street department, but are under the
care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on
them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue
you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park
drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for
drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized
granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred
thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards
in each of the three divisions is met by a tax on the property
in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality
of the citizens has done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads
are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very high.
But it needed a community with a great deal of dating and
confidence in the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three or
four miles over cobble-stones and ruts to get to good driving-ground. When he has entered Michigan avenue he need

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth
streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted
to State street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the
North Side the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was
opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads were small and some
of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather
and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles
an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost
froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite
of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of
their patrons, and which in a short time became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that, the
conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing for
the car often to leave the track, even on a short trip, and the passengers
would he requested to get out and assist in restoring the car to its prop-

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE
BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING
TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so many years put its money, and
out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having
also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block
system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior of
a house in a block, however much you may load the front with
ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to
light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in
the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues,
and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time.
There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled,
plain and ornamental; but drive where you will in the favorite
residence parts of the vast city, you will be continually surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses and homes
displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings of which
I spoke, there are several, like the Art Museum, the Studebaker Building, and the new Auditorium, which would be conspicuous and admired in any city in the world. The city is rich in

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said
that the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good
printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had
much to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it
into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the
whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING
BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO
CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every
studious mind, and not only those who are intimately connected with the
craft but also those who have derived inestimable benefits from the selfsacrificing labors of the craftsmen themselves.

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was
placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and
printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was
printed by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is
connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a
premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a
man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the
contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied,
“No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any
copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a
Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the
Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of
James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would be settled by James
Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is doubtful if he made a living by his literary labors in Chicago.
The next Chicago Directory was entitled “Norris’ Business Directory for 1846,” Eastman &

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were
enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but
five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made
for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00, which means that it cost
the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils
in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in
the country, and every effort is made to make them as much
more effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded
in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another richly endowed institution of learning, and has 3,788 students with 361 instructors.
There are also numerous other places of learning and

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived
in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow,
Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the
printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a
practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and
his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part of the world.
He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining
to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago
was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year
1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were
held upon the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived his name,
business and address were inserted in the form. In this way new names
were added until the time arrived to republish the book. It is stated that
Mr. Fergus on many occasions received commendations for the correct-

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with
a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make
out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to
the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first
of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT
OF ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46 STATE STREET, TODAY ARE WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE ARTISTIC EXECUTION WITH WHICH THEY WERE
TURNED OUT.
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of
1871, and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today
as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There
were seventy-three miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could not
have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We
can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the
space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four
acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length
and from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were
left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior to
that time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the
world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as
one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the Mecca of thousands of venturesome
spirits, so that it attracted men from every clime, men of towering ambition and energy; men with means and those without means, but of unrivaled skill, to assist in placing it where it stands today, the cynosure of all eyes and the point of attraction for in-

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the
scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames
were seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew
more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in
bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward
rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the
sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river,
the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on
the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached
that point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of
the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and that a
terribly broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it out of the power of the
engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the
sky were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have, of itself, been sufficient
to choke up the surrounding streets with an impassable crowd; but as the fire showed

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks
the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of
growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for
mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were
before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the
most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads
of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is
rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when
it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in
commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world
metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into thirty-five
wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now has 113,336 residents
and may be taken as an indication of the city’s possibilities.

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to
light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in
1830 by James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a
square mile. Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the
most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street
was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and
Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in
turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie
street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others
were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from
Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke;
Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York
and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll
street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt
Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and M. Canal; east
of the river the first street was named Market street because the city market
was located in the middle of the thoroughfare, the reason of its width; Franklin took its name from Benjamin Franklin, and Wells was named after Captain
William Wells, Indian agent at Fort Wayne, who came to Fort Dearborn with a
5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an
article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the
late Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what they said
they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism,
growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond
the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade
and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point where the growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that city may show in industries or in commerce), is in some
way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them
that have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which reach a certain amount of population and
wealth, grow by a kind of natural increment, the law of attraction, very well known in human nature, which draws a person to
an active city of two hundred thousand rather than to a stagnant

Light

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has
no rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the
centre of the town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues
immediately connected with the park system are not included in
the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and
winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you will never see a
loaded team. These roads, that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage and permanency, with
a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of
the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is met by
a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but
the wise liberality of the citizens has done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And
if good roads are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand
very high. But it needed a community with a great deal of dating
and confidence in the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three or four
miles over cobble-stones and ruts to get to good driving-ground.
When he has entered Michigan avenue he need not pull rein for
twenty to thirty miles. This is almost literally true as to extent,

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth
streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison
street line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State
street. The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side
the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was
opened in the spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August,
1859. The cars on all these roads were small and some of them were known
as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the
front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at
the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat
inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery
they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled
together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being
frozen, and that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time became so
filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that, the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing for the
car often to leave the track, even on a short trip, and the passengers would
he requested to get out and assist in restoring the car to its proper place
on the rails. They would then return to the car, only to find that the team in

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY
OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which
New York for so many years put its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room,
Chicago has been able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible
to do much with the interior of a house in a block, however much
you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of
detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the
same time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you will in the
favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will be continually
surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses and homes
displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings of which
I spoke, there are several, like the Art Museum, the Studebaker Building, and the new Auditorium, which would be conspicuous and admired in any city in the world. The city is rich in a
few specimens of private houses by Mr. Richardson (whose loss

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that
the good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove
the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much
to do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into
the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole
world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE
QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE
OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS,
AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD
APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every studious
mind, and not only those who are intimately connected with the craft but
also those who have derived inestimable benefits from the self-sacrificing
labors of the craftsmen themselves.

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed
upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by
Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed
by James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with
the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution
while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if
he looked back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him
if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute
severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as
meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an
abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced
the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same
would be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is
long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is doubtful if he made a
living by his literary labors in Chicago.
The next Chicago Directory was entitled “Norris’ Business Directory for 1846,” Eastman & Davison, printers, 63 Lake street. It took all the fonts of type in the office to set up this directory. The next

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of Chicago
have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population,
it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled
in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers
in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with
6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost the city about $56.34
for each child’s training for that period. This does not include
approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the
country, and every effort is made to make them as much more
effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of
Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois,
just on the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another richly endowed institution of learning, and has 3,788 students with
361 instructors.
There are also numerous other places of learning and technical training, and Chicago stands prominently in the eyes of the
world as a center for a diversified class of study, and students

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in
Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland,
August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as
a journeyman he possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified
him to earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret
Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the
early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound
and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was placed upon
the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It
is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy.
The pages were held upon the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived
his name, business and address were inserted in the form. In this way new
names were added until the time arrived to republish the book. It is stated
that Mr. Fergus on many occasions received commendations for the correctness of his directory, and he lived to see the city of his choice grow to be one

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike
nearly all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave
him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with
Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was
$5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other
journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in
its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT OF
ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46 STATE STREET, TODAY ARE
WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE ARTISTIC EXECUTION WITH WHICH THEY WERE TURNED OUT.
Thomas C. Whitmarsh was one of the early printers to reach Chicago from the East, he coming to
this city in 1843. His first employment was on the Western Citizen, conducted by Zebina Eastman, he
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871,
and nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that
scene, and by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the
most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventythree miles of streets burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all
went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent
of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side,
embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres;
North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half square miles, being
about four miles in length and from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings
destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior to that
time, and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the world
previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the
greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of
the world upon it and make it the Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from every clime, men of towering ambition and energy; men with means and
those without means, but of unrivaled skill, to assist in placing it where it stands today, the
cynosure of all eyes and the point of attraction for innumerable great enterprises.
The massiveness of its buildings is what strikes the eye, and is the wonder of ev-

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue
before the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene
now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames were
seen sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and
more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the
fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the
flames did, set from the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks,
cinders and partially burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles,
sweeping northwestward like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of
rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and
Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and
more dangerous ones fell before they reached that point. They dropped with great force to
the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations
would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the flames, and put it
out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky
were such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have, of itself, been sufficient to choke
up the surrounding streets with an impassable crowd; but as the fire showed no signs of
abating, they came from greater and greater distances, forcing their way down Clinton

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks
the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of
growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before.
The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United
States have a higher standard than those abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these things will
help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into thirty-five
wards. The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population
for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now has 113,336 residents and may
be taken as an indication of the city’s possibilities.

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light
many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by
James Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile.
Besides the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of
the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of
the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John
Kinzie, the early white settler, while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph,
named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named
after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on
the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then
Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton, chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and M. Canal; east of the
river the first street was named Market street because the city market was located in the middle of the thoroughfare, the reason of its width; Franklin took its
name from Benjamin Franklin, and Wells was named after Captain William Wells,
Indian agent at Fort Wayne, who came to Fort Dearborn with a band of Miamis in
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South Pond Refectory
Abraham Lincoln Monument
LaSalle Street Cable Car Powerhouse
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Beloved Sushi Institution Katsu is Closing in November
Crews Messed up Pedestrian Islands on Cicero and now Have to Rebuild
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in
view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps
the inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown
not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as
it might an eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism, growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond
the contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade
and process pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached the point where the growth of any other portion of
the great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that city
may show in industries or in commerce), is in some way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall be
given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which
reach a certain amount of population and wealth, grow by a kind of
natural increment, the law of attraction, very well known in human
nature, which draws a person to an active city of two hundred thousand rather than to a stagnant city of one hundred thousand. And
it is a fortunate thing for civilization that this attraction is almost

Thin

This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no
rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the centre of the
town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks.
No traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length
of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads,
that is Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and
the park drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for
drainage and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile. The cost of the parks and boulevards in each
of the three divisions is met by a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable, but the wise liberality of the citizens
has done for the town what only royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good roads are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very high. But it needed a community with a great deal of dating and confidence in the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three or four miles
over cobble-stones and ruts to get to good driving-ground. When
he has entered Michigan avenue he need not pull rein for twenty to thirty miles. This is almost literally true as to extent, without

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth
streets, and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street
line was opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street.
The Randolph street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells
street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the
spring of 1859 ; the Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on
all these roads were small and some of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.”
They were all drawn by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour, while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime
almost froze. Oh! those cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw
so generously supplied by the companies for the benefit of their patrons, and
which in a short time became so filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts
that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that, the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing for the car often
to leave the track, even on a short trip, and the passengers would he requested to get out and assist in restoring the car to its proper place on the rails.
They would then return to the car, only to find that the team in starting up had

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New
York for so many years put its money, and out of the sameness of
which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able to avoid the block system in its residences, and to
give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much
with the interior of a house in a block, however much you may load
the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be
consulted or satisfied. Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the
humbler quarters as well as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood intermingled, plain and ornamental;
but drive where you will in the favorite residence parts of the vast
city, you will be continually surprised with the sight of noble and
artistic houses and homes displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings of which I
spoke, there are several, like the Art Museum, the Studebaker Building, and the new Auditorium, which would be conspicuous and admired in any city in the world. The city is rich in a few specimens
of private houses by Mr. Richardson (whose loss to the country is
still apparently irreparable), houses worth a long journey to see,

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the
good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die
poor,” There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to
do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its
marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP
OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A
DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said concerning the early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every studious mind,
and not only those who are intimately connected with the craft but also those
who have derived inestimable benefits from the self-sacrificing labors of the
craftsmen themselves.
The first job printing done in this city was by John Calhoun in 1833, four
years before Chicago was incorporated as a city. He also edited and printed the

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis &
Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by
James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the
compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while
the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris (the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked
back. Some gentlemen, subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife. Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and
Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16, 1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of
James Campbell & Co., and further that all demands against the same would be settled by James Campbell,
to whom all money due said firm must be paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years
since in the interior of this state. It is doubtful if he made a living by his literary labors in Chicago.
The next Chicago Directory was entitled “Norris’ Business Directory for 1846,” Eastman & Davison,
printers, 63 Lake street. It took all the fonts of type in the office to set up this directory. The next in the
list of early directories is entitled “Norris’ Chicago Directory for 1846-7, Geer & Wilson, printers, Saloon

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of Chicago have increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five
teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled,
with 6,584 teachers. The appropriation made for the year 1912 was
$17,146,575.00, which means that it cost the city about $56.34 for
each child’s training for that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago
stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as much more effective as possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all
its branches. It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on
the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another richly endowed institution of learning, and has 3,788 students with 361 instructors.
There are also numerous other places of learning and technical training, and Chicago stands prominently in the eyes of the
world as a center for a diversified class of study, and students are
drawn from all parts to these places where may be obtained knowl-

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August 14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and
as a regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he
possessed a knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part of the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott,
February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world, and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records. All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the
Directory of 1844, which was placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis & Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of
Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing
stone and when a newcomer arrived his name, business and address were inserted in the form. In this way new names were added until the time arrived
to republish the book. It is stated that Mr. Fergus on many occasions received
commendations for the correctness of his directory, and he lived to see the city
of his choice grow to be one of the most famous on the American continent

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly
all of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his
real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr.
Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again
formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the
first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT OF
ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46 STATE STREET, TODAY ARE
WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE ARTISTIC EXECUTION WITH WHICH THEY WERE TURNED OUT.
Thomas C. Whitmarsh was one of the early printers to reach Chicago from the East, he coming to this
city in 1843. His first employment was on the Western Citizen, conducted by Zebina Eastman, he engaging
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and
nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and
by these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling
visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets
burned and the total loss of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House, the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business
blocks, the banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration. We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side, four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred
and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or
nearly three and a half square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to one and
a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and
fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior to that time,
and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it the Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from
every clime, men of towering ambition and energy; men with means and those without means,
but of unrivaled skill, to assist in placing it where it stands today, the cynosure of all eyes and
the point of attraction for innumerable great enterprises.
The massiveness of its buildings is what strikes the eye, and is the wonder of every visitor, and especially is this so when they learn of the difficulty of securing an adequate founda-

following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before the
office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames were seen
sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the
buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from
the Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially
burned pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward
like a flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones
going far over on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before
they reached that point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger
of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear that other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad area
would be covered by the flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky were
such as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of
the West Division lying near the fire would have, of itself, been sufficient to choke up the surrounding streets with an impassable crowd; but as the fire showed no signs of abating, they
came from greater and greater distances, forcing their way down Clinton street, in the center
of which near Adams, were half a dozen isolated street cars utterly unable to get back to their
stables. The crowd made its way down Jackson street, near where the fire began, and stopped

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks the
possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The
astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago.
The tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact.
Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over
the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those
abroad. This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come
when it will also hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in
commerce. All these things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.
The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now has 113,336 residents and may be taken as
an indication of the city’s possibilities.
It has been suggested that the large foreign born population in Chicago will also

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the
survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street
the west, Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was
named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn,
Secretary of War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler,
while the others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont, had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton,
chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and M. Canal; east of the river the
first street was named Market street because the city market was located in the middle of the thoroughfare, the reason of its width; Franklin took its name from Benjamin Franklin, and Wells was named after Captain William Wells, Indian agent at Fort
Wayne, who came to Fort Dearborn with a band of Miamis in August, 1812, to escort
the garrison and the settlers to Fort Wayne. He was killed in the Fort Dearborn mas5
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Under the title of “Studies of the Great West” there appeared an article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in May, 1888, by the late
Charles Dudley Warner. This contribution is especially valuable in
view of the fact that Chicago at the time it was written had not yet
reached the million mark: “Chicago is becoming modest. Perhaps the
inhabitants may still be able to conceal their modesty, but nevertheless they feel it. The explanation is simple. The city has grown not only beyond the most sanguine expectations of those who indulged in
the most inflated hope of its future, but it has grown beyond what
they said they expected. This gives the citizens pause as it might an
eagle that laid a roc’s egg.”
“The fact is, Chicago has become an independent organism,
growing by a combination of forces and opportunities beyond the
contrivance of any combination of men to help or hinder, beyond the
need of flaming circulars and reports of boards of trade and process
pictures. It has passed the danger or the fear of rivalry, and reached
the point where the growth of any other portion of the great Northwest, or of any city in it (whatever rivalry that city may show in industries or in commerce), is in some way a contribution to the power and wealth of Chicago. To them that have shall be given. Cities, under favoring conditions, for local expansion, which reach a certain
amount of population and wealth, grow by a kind of natural increment, the law of attraction, very well known in human nature, which
draws a person to an active city of two hundred thousand rather than
to a stagnant city of one hundred thousand. And it is a fortunate
thing for civilization that this attraction is almost as strong to men of
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This leads me to speak of another feature of Chicago, which has no
rival in this country; I mean the facility for pleasure driving and riding. Michigan avenue from the mouth of the river, the centre of the
town, is macadamized. It and the other avenues immediately connected with the park system are not included in the city street department, but are under the care of the Commissioners of Parks. No
traffic is permitted on them, and consequently they are in superb
condition for driving, summer and winter. The whole length of Michigan avenue you will never see a loaded team. These roads, that is
Michigan avenue and the others of the park system, and the park
drives, are superb for driving or riding, perfectly made for drainage
and permanency, with a top-dressing of pulverized granite. The cost
of Michigan avenue drive was two hundred thousand dollars a mile.
The cost of the parks and boulevards in each of the three divisions is
met by a tax on the property in that division. The tax is considerable,
but the wise liberality of the citizens has done for the town what only
royalty usually accomplishes given it magnificent roads. And if good
roads are a criterion of civilization, Chicago must stand very high. But
it needed a community with a great deal of dating and confidence in
the future to create this park system.
One in the heart of the city has not to drive three or four miles
over cobble-stones and ruts to get to good driving-ground. When he
has entered Michigan avenue he need not pull rein for twenty to thirty miles. This is almost literally true as to extent, without counting
the miles of fine drives in the parks. For the city proper is circled by

The first line of cars was on State street, between Randolph and Twelfth streets,
and these commenced operations April 25th, 1859. The Madison street line was
opened May 20th, 1859, and extended from Halsted to State street. The Randolph
street line opened July 15th, 1859. On the North Side the Wells street line extended from the river to Chicago avenue, and was opened in the spring of 1859 ; the
Clark street line was opened in August, 1859. The cars on all these roads were
small and some of them were known as “bob-tailed cars.” They were all drawn
by horses. The driver stood on the front platform in all conditions of weather
and drove his spirited team at the break-neck speed of nearly four miles an hour,
while the passenger sat inside, and if it was wintertime almost froze. Oh! those
cars. What misery they represented in the winter season! How the passengers
were huddled together a shivering mass of humanity with their feet in danger
of being frozen, and that too in spite of the straw so generously supplied by the
companies for the benefit of their patrons, and which in a short time became so
filthy that it was unfit for bedding the beasts that hauled the cars.
The car drivers’ life in those days, and, for the matter of that, the conductors too, were full of incidents. It was not an uncommon thing for the car often
to leave the track, even on a short trip, and the passengers would he requested to
get out and assist in restoring the car to its proper place on the rails. They would
then return to the car, only to find that the team in starting up had thrown each
other down, when the male portion of the cargo would again descend to see the

Text Sample

ARCHITECTURALLY CHICAGO IS MORE INTERESTING THAN MANY OLDER CITIES. ITS WEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR FINE BUILDING COMING WHEN OUR NATIONAL TASTE IS BEGINNING TO BE INDIVIDUAL, it
has escaped the monotony and mediocrity in which New York for so
many years put its money, and out of the sameness of which it is escaping in spots. Having also plenty of room, Chicago has been able
to avoid the block system in its residences, and to give play to variety and creative genius. It is impossible to do much with the interior
of a house in a block, however much you may load the front with ornament. Confined to a long parallelogram, and limited as to light and
air, neither comfort nor individual taste can be consulted or satisfied.
Chicago is a city of detached houses, in the humbler quarters as well
as in the magnificent avenues, and the effect is home-like and beautiful at the same time. There is great variety, stone, brick, and wood
intermingled, plain and ornamental; but drive where you will in the
favorite residence parts of the vast city, you will be continually surprised with the sight of noble and artistic houses and homes displaying taste as well as luxury.
In addition to the business and public buildings of which I
spoke, there are several, like the Art Museum, the Studebaker Building, and the new Auditorium, which would be conspicuous and admired in any city in the world. The city is rich in a few specimens of
private houses by Mr. Richardson (whose loss to the country is still
apparently irreparable), houses worth a long journey to see, so sim-

In the early days of Chicago this was undoubtedly the case. It is said that the
good die young, but of the printer it might be remarked “Good printers die poor,”
There may be exceptions, but such as there are only prove the rule.
All who think along these lines must admit that printing has had much to
do with the advancement of our city’s greatness, the lifting of it into the prominent place it now occupies as well as demonstrating to the whole world its marvelous history a city without a peer.
WITHOUT PRINTING THERE COULD BE NO PROGRESS, AS WE UNDERSTAND
IT TODAY, OR IT WOULD BY COMPARISON BE ONLY OF A LIMITED ORDER, AND
GREAT CENTERS SUCH AS WE HAVE NOW WOULD BE QUITE IMPOSSIBLE. TAKE
PRINTING AWAY FROM OUR PRESENTDAY MODE OF DOING BUSINESS, SHUT UP
OUR LIBRARIES AND OBLITERATE BOOKS, AND IMMEDIATELY WE SINK INTO A
DEPTH OF DARKNESS THAT WOULD APPALL US TO CONTEMPLATE.
It is by viewing it in this light that anything that can be said concerning the
early printer of Chicago should prove of interest to every studious mind, and not
only those who are intimately connected with the craft but also those who have
derived inestimable benefits from the self-sacrificing labors of the craftsmen
themselves.
The first job printing done in this city was by John Calhoun in 1833, four
years before Chicago was incorporated as a city. He also edited and printed the

The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844. It was placed upon
the market in the year 1843. This Directory was compiled by J. Wellington Norris, and printed by Ellis & Fergus, from the Saloon Building, South Water and Clark streets.
The second Directory, prepared similarly to the first, was also compiled by Norris. It was printed by
James Campbell & Co., Commercial Building, 65 Lake street. A ludicrous incident is connected with the compilation and printing of this work. The first of Campbell & Co. came to a premature dissolution while the Directory was in process of gestation. Mr. Campbell, who was a man of quick temper, becoming incensed at Mr. Norris
(the Co.) forcibly ejected him from the office and threatened to kick him if he looked back. Some gentlemen,
subsequently discussing the contention with Mr. Norris, asked him if he emulated the example of Lot’s wife.
Norris replied, “No, I didn’t look back.” This unseemly dispute severed the copartnership, as in point of fact any
copartnership between Mr. Norris, a gentleman “as meek as Moses,” and Campbell, as fiery as a Scotch Highlander, was sure to come sooner or later to an abrupt termination. A notice in the Chicago Journal of April 16,
1845, dated April 15, 1845, announced the dissolution of the firm of James Campbell & Co., and further that
all demands against the same would be settled by James Campbell, to whom all money due said firm must be
paid. Mr. Campbell is long since dead. Mr. Norris died a few years since in the interior of this state. It is doubtful if he made a living by his literary labors in Chicago.
The next Chicago Directory was entitled “Norris’ Business Directory for 1846,” Eastman & Davison,
printers, 63 Lake street. It took all the fonts of type in the office to set up this directory. The next in the list
of early directories is entitled “Norris’ Chicago Directory for 1846-7, Geer & Wilson, printers, Saloon Build-

To show the wonderful manner in which the schools of Chicago have
increased to keep pace with its ever-increasing population, it is only necessary to mention that in 1841 there were enrolled in the public schools a total of 410 pupils, with but five teachers in all branches. In 1911 there were 304,146 pupils enrolled, with 6,584 teachers.
The appropriation made for the year 1912 was $17,146,575.00, which
means that it cost the city about $56.34 for each child’s training for
that period. This does not include approximately about 75,000 pupils in parochial schools.
There is no question but that the public schools of Chicago
stand pre-eminent among the best of any municipality in the country, and every effort is made to make them as much more effective as
possible. This city can also boast of the University of Chicago, one of
the most richly endowed institutions of learning in America, with an
enrollment of 6,466 students and 330 instructors in all its branches.
It was founded in the year 1892.
The NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY OF EVANSTON, Illinois, just on
the borders of the City of Chicago, is also another richly endowed institution of learning, and has 3,788 students with 361 instructors.
There are also numerous other places of learning and technical
training, and Chicago stands prominently in the eyes of the world as
a center for a diversified class of study, and students are drawn from
all parts to these places where may be obtained knowledge to equip

Robert Fergus, perhaps the most thorough of practical printers, arrived in Chicago on July 1, 1839. He was born in the Gallowgate of Glasgow, Scotland, August
14, 1815. At the age of 15 he was apprenticed to the printing business, and as a
regular indenture in those days meant a practical grounding in the knowledge of
the art, upon its completion and his setting forth as a journeyman he possessed a
knowledge of his business such as qualified him to earn a livelihood in any part of
the world. He was married to Margaret Whitehead Scott, February, 1836. Mr. Fergus was closely identified with the early history of Chicago in the printing world,
and was an acknowledged authority on all things pertaining to its early records.
All his life he was identified with printing and publishing. The first book compiled, printed, bound and issued in Chicago was the Directory of 1844, which was
placed upon the market in the year 1843. This directory was printed by Ellis &
Fergus. It is said that the earlier directories of Chicago were compiled without copy. The pages were held upon the imposing stone and when a newcomer arrived
his name, business and address were inserted in the form. In this way new names
were added until the time arrived to republish the book. It is stated that Mr. Fergus on many occasions received commendations for the correctness of his directory, and he lived to see the city of his choice grow to be one of the most famous
on the American continent and a center of typographical activity second to none.

history-making, “Long John” was certainly one of the conspicuous citizens of Chicago, and, unlike nearly all
of the promoters of newspapers of his day, he retired from the journalistic field with a competency, his real estate investments making him a rich man and his natural Yankee shrewdness gave him an opportunity
which he was not slow to turn to advantage.
James J. Langdon was foreman of the Journal office in 1848. He later went into business with Sterling
P. Rounds and aided in establishing THE PRINTERS’ CABINET. Mr. Rounds’ entire capital was $5.00. Mr. Langdon shortly thereafter retired to Prairie du Chien, Wis., and embarked in the horse business, but finding that
his animals cost him more than he could make out of them he returned to Chicago and again formed a partnership with Mr. Rounds. In December, 1856, there was but one other journal in the United States that was
devoted exclusively to the interest of the art preservative The Typographical Advertiser. Rounds’ Cabinet was
the first of that character in the Northwest, the second in its date of issue, and the first monthly typographical journal in the Union.
LANGDON WAS A SKILLFUL WORKMAN AND MANY ANCIENT SPECIMENS BEARING THE IMPRINT OF
ROUNDS & LANGDON, WHOSE ESTABLISHMENT WAS THEN LOCATED AT NO. 46 STATE STREET, TODAY ARE
WORTHY OF ADMIRATION BECAUSE OF THE ARTISTIC EXECUTION WITH WHICH THEY WERE TURNED OUT.
Thomas C. Whitmarsh was one of the early printers to reach Chicago from the East, he coming to this
city in 1843. His first employment was on the Western Citizen, conducted by Zebina Eastman, he engaging in
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No story of Chicago would be complete without a short account of the great fire of 1871, and
nothing can prove more interesting than the statements of eye witnesses of that scene, and by
these accounts and what history has proved, it stands today as one of the most appalling visitations which the world had ever experienced. There were seventy-three miles of streets burned
and the total loss of property could not have been less than $200,000,000.00. The Custom House,
the Court House, the Postoffice, the Chamber of Commerce and the great business blocks, the
banks, the theaters and the newspaper offices, all went down together in the awful conflagration.
We can form some conception of the extent of the buildings and property destroyed by the space
burned over which, on the West Side, embraced one hundred and twenty-four acres; South Side,
four hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three and a half
square miles, being about four miles in length and from one to one and a half in width. The number of buildings destroyed was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty, and nearly one hundred thousand persons were left homeless.
The conflagration of 1871 wiped out the old Chicago that had been built prior to that time,
and from its ashes arose a city of such proportions and such grandeur as the world previously had
never seen. At the time of its destruction it was looked upon as one of the greatest calamities visited upon mankind, but the ultimate effect was to direct the eyes of the world upon it and make it
the Mecca of thousands of venturesome spirits, so that it attracted men from every clime, men of
towering ambition and energy; men with means and those without means, but of unrivaled skill,
to assist in placing it where it stands today, the cynosure of all eyes and the point of attraction
for innumerable great enterprises.
The massiveness of its buildings is what strikes the eye, and is the wonder of every visitor, and especially is this so when they learn of the difficulty of securing an adequate foundation

The following is an extract from The Chicago Tribune of Sunday, October 8, the last issue before
the office was destroyed. It is said to be one of the best descriptions of the scene now accessible:
“Only a few minutes elapsed after the striking of the alarm before the flames were seen
sweeping to the sky, and the lurid light that illuminated the horizon grew more and more powerful, casting its brilliant rays in every direction, bringing out in bold relief the fronts of the buildings which faced it from all quarters. The wind, seeming to rise as the flames did, set from the
Southwest, carrying with it in its onward rush streams of sparks, cinders and partially burned
pieces of wood, which covered the sky with dazzling spangles, sweeping northwestward like a
flight of meteors, but falling steadily in a fiery shower of rain, over that broad area embraced between the river, the South Branch, Wells street and Jackson street; the lighter ones going far over
on the North Division, while the heavier and more dangerous ones fell before they reached that
point. They dropped with great force to the ground, to the occasional danger of the foot passenger and the frightening of horses, and showered upon roofs of buildings, inspiring constant fear
that other conflagrations would break out, and that a terribly broad area would be covered by the
flames, and put it out of the power of the engines to combat them.”
“Late as it was, the splendor of the flames and the wonderful brilliancy of the sky were such
as to attract enormous crowds from every quarter. The densely populated sections of the West Division lying near the fire would have, of itself, been sufficient to choke up the surrounding streets
with an impassable crowd; but as the fire showed no signs of abating, they came from greater
and greater distances, forcing their way down Clinton street, in the center of which near Adams,
were half a dozen isolated street cars utterly unable to get back to their stables. The crowd made
its way down Jackson street, near where the fire began, and stopped there, caring nothing for the

has no competition in population except in New York and London. London lacks the possibilities of expansion and sooner or later will reach the maximum of growth. “The astounding and unparalleled growth of cities in the present period will help Chicago. The
tendency is becoming more and more marked for mankind to get in close contact. Cities today are larger than they ever were before. The dominance of railroads over the affairs of mankind will mean the most rapid growth for Chicago, the greatest center of
railroads. The railroads of the United States have a higher standard than those abroad.
This is a commercial age. America is the greatest commercial and industrial nation. It is
rapidly becoming the financial center of the world. The time will come when it will also
hold the supremacy in the arts and the sciences that it now does in commerce. All these
things will help to bring Chicago to the front as the world metropolis.” The growth of
population in Chicago is shown as follows :
Census
Population
Change
1840
4,470
—
1850
29,963
570.3%
1860
112,172
274.4%
1870
298,977
166.5%
1880
503,185
68.3%
1890
1,099,850
118.6%
The present area of the city is 204 square miles. This is divided into thirty-five wards.
The Twenty-seventh ward, the largest in the city, increased in population for the decade
ending in 1910, 156 per cent. It now has 113,336 residents and may be taken as an indication of the city’s possibilities.
It has been suggested that the large foreign born population in Chicago will also

The study of Chicago street names is an interesting pursuit, and it brings to light many a bit of forgotten history. The first survey of Chicago was made in 1830 by James
Thompson, and embraced an area of about three-eighths of a square mile. Besides
the garrison at Fort Dearborn, the population did not exceed 100. Three of the boundary streets of the village were named after the most prominent men of the day, the survey showing that Washington street was the south boundary, Jefferson street the west,
Kinzie street the north and Dearborn street the east. Dearborn street was named after the fort, which in turn was named in honor of General Henry Dearborn, Secretary
of War; Kinzie street took its name from John Kinzie, the early white settler, while the
others were named after George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Northward from
Washington street came Randolph, named after John Randolph of Roanoke; Lake, after Lake Michigan; Fulton, named after Robert Fulton, whose steamboat, the Claremont,
had made its first trip on the Hudson between New York and Albany just twenty-three
years before Chicago was mapped out; Carroll street, after Charles Carroll of Carrollton,
and then Kinzie street.
Eastward from Jefferson the streets were named Clinton, after DeWitt Clinton,
chief promoter of the Erie Canal; Canal, after the I. and M. Canal; east of the river the
first street was named Market street because the city market was located in the middle of the thoroughfare, the reason of its width; Franklin took its name from Benjamin
Franklin, and Wells was named after Captain William Wells, Indian agent at Fort Wayne,
who came to Fort Dearborn with a band of Miamis in August, 1812, to escort the garrison and the settlers to Fort Wayne. He was killed in the Fort Dearborn massacre at
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